Inverleith St Serf’s Parish Church
The Union of two Congregations with parallel histories
The story of the Church in our area is one of commitment, faith and adaptation to change. This history focuses on the buildings – but it is people who bring a congregation to life. The care, with which the churches
and their buildings have been looked after, witnesses to the deep affection in which the buildings have been held by members over the years.

Inverleith Church
In 1874 a pre-fabricated iron church
known as Granton and Wardie
Church opened at the south corner of
Wardie Crescent and Granton Road.
It was the brainchild of eight local worthies who wanted a Free Church presence in the fast growing area.
This old photograph shows the iron
church after it was re-located to Spital.

It was the first Church in our area and
predated the original Granton Church
(at the foot of Granton Road) as well
as Wardie and St Serf’s. Although the
focus of the congregation was north of
Ferry Road, a site at the top of Granton Road was eventually chosen for a
permanent stone church. Work began in 1880 and the church was formally opened on 3rd June 1881.
Shortly after, the congregation became known as St James’s Free
Church.
The colour photograph shows the
building as it is today. However, initially it was originally fronted by a garden and railings.

The Manse was built in 1882 by the
then minister as his own house –
Cheviot Cottage. It was not until 1919
that the Deacons’ Court bought it as a
Manse.
In 1884 the Small Hall was built. The
Session Room and kitchen block were
not added until 1925.
The Free Church united with the United
Presbyterian church in 1899 to form
the United Free Church and the congregation became known as St
James’s United Free Church. A font
with that inscription serves as a bird bath in the Manse garden.
In 1906 electric light and pew cushions were introduced.
After the First World
War a communion
table was dedicated
with the names of the
20 (including the
youngest son of the
minister) who had
died in the First World
War inscribed on it.
At the end of the Second World War the
names of the 19
members who died in
it were added to the
side panels.
In 1929 the UP church united with the Church of Scotland. The congregation took the name ‘Inverleith’ leaving St James’s to another Kirk congregation elsewhere in the city.
Early in the morning of 10 December 1930 there was a disastrous fire
which gutted the building. Advantage was taken of the rebuild to install a
new Willis organ with the console in the South Apse (rather than the gallery), a new pulpit incorporating a font, an electric clock on the gallery
and the vestibule screen.
At the same time the original boundary wall and trees were removed to
open up the frontage.

The new organ, detail from
the vestibule carving, clock
and pulpit.

By 1937 the Large Hall had to be built to accommodate a Sunday School
375 pupils strong.

In 1959 further changes
to the sanctuary were
made – including the
installation of the blue
curtain and oak cross,
the erection of choir
pews and the extension
of the raised chancel
area into the transepts.
At the same time the
organ console was
moved in to the east
transept.

Carving at front of lectern

Bell inscription

Three of the
stained glass
windows in
the vestibule

The lectern was dedicated in 1960 and the bell first rang out in 1962.

St Serf’s Church
In the same way as Inverleith Church,
St Serf’s started off with an Iron Church.
This was the temporary building for the
new Church of Scotland congregation
when it was established in 1899. This
development was part of the mission
work of St Cuthbert’s Church. St Serf’s
became fully independent from St
Cuthbert’s Church in 1912.
From the start in 1899, plans were being made for the building of a permanent stone Church. Ten architects were invited to submit plans and
the concept by George Mackie Watson was chosen. His plans for a
north transept and a tower were not implemented due respectively to the
Iron Church occupying the land for the transept and the cost of building
the tower.
The stone building was
completed and opened in
1903. The external appearance has not
changed and is shown in
this recent photograph.
The Iron Church was retained and used as the
Church Hall until 1960.

The interior of the Church has been
altered and added to throughout the
years. The view in the photograph
would be quite unrecognisable to parishioners in1920 and not familiar to
those of the 1960s. The back wall of
the chancel was flat and windowless.
The present arrangement with windows was built and dedicated in 1924
as part of the First World War Memorial. The stained glass windows were
installed as late as 1970.

A number of the internal furnishings were gifted after the First World War.
This is made clear by the inscription on the arch above the Chancel:
“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends”.
To the right of the Chancel is a Scots oak carved Memorial naming the
27 members of the congregation who died in the First World War and the
13 who fell in the Second World War. There is an unwritten rule that
whenever the Church is open, the Memorial must be illuminated.
The pulpit was donated in
1905 along with the baptismal font and created to the
design of the architect of
the Church building.

The lectern was
donated after the
First World War as
a thank-offering by
those who had survived war service.

The communion
table was donated to the
Church in 1921

The choir screen donated in 1929
depicts St Andrew, Christ and St
Serf in the central portion shown
here. It is dedicated to the memory of the Rev. Charles Houlston
who was minister of St Serf’s
Church form 1917 until 1926

This is a view of the pipes
inside the organ (not normally accessible) installed
in 1931.
It replaced a smaller second-hand instrument which
had been installed in 1905.
This subsequently was put
into service at St Thomas’s
Church Leith.

St Serf
Why St. Serf? Well, we are very close to what may be termed “St. Serf
territory”. He devoted his life to spreading the Gospel throughout Fife,
having begun his mission in Culross, just across the Forth estuary, and
this church was built in the part of St Cuthbert’s Parish nearest to the
Firth of Forth. St. Serf was also a 6th century A.D. contemporary of St.
Cuthbert. And although he died in Dunning in Perthshire on July 1st, he
is buried in Culross.

These stained glass windows were installed in 1970 replacing the
plain glass used in 1924. The theme of the three, two-lighted windows is the Te Deum Laudamus. They also represent a procession
through time, the left-hand window containing elements of the Creation, the central window the Life and Death of Jesus and the righthand window elements of modern life.

The current union of Inverleith and St Serf’s is the culmination of many
years of co-operation between the two congregations . The history of
joint services over the Summer period goes back to 1917 (August and
September that year.) There are other notable occasions such as the
offer of accommodation to hold services in St Serf’s after the fire at Inverleith in 1931. Inverleith St Serfs moves forward worshipping in the original St Serf’s building. But the Inverleith church building will always hold
a special place in the history and memory of the new congregation.

