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Gordon Hughes 
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“The Outlook” Editor 
Margaret Wilkinson 

 
  
 

Church Centre 
 

 

 

NEXT ISSUE 
Copy for February issue of “The Outlook” should be with the editor no 

later than Sunday January 13.  
The distribution date will be Sunday January 27. 

 

“The Outlook” layout and design are by Martin Millar.   
This month’s cover photograph by Eion Johnston, 

see page 13. 
Church Website: www. inverleithsaintserfs.org.uk 

Scottish Charity No. SC015442. 
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Advent is my favourite season of the liturgical yea r.  
There is an atmosphere about this liturgical season  that 
is unparalleled by any of the other seasons.  I thi nk that 

Clifford Howell put it well when he said – “it is a n 
extraordinary blend of cheerfulness and sadness, of  

hope and fear, of longing with joy in possession.” 
 

This extraordinary blend of cheerfulness and 
sadness, hope and fear, with the longings for 
a deeper mystical relationship with the divine 
is reflected through the different worship 
services in the readings and themes that are 
selected. It can also be seen in the adornment 
of the sanctuary as decorations are skilfully 
arranged to follow Advent themes.  By the 
time we reach Christmas Eve the sanctuary is 
fully prepared for Christmas. 
 

This Advent, I encourage you to join us 
in worship.  After all, the purpose of 
Advent is to prepare for Christ’s coming.  
When we understand this, we can peel 
back the layers of wrappings that 
commercialism has placed upon it and 
find renewed opportunities to nourish our 
souls, before rushing headlong into the 
frenzy of tasks that zap our energy. 
 

My prayer for each of you this  
Advent is that you reconnect with  
the beautiful and simple message  
of Christmas that offers timeless 
treasures – peace, joy and love. 
 

Blessings for this most holy season. 
 

Joanne 
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December 2 10.30am Advent Sunday: 
Hanging the Greens 
Bring a Toy – see page 9 

   

December 9 10.30am Morning worship 
Sermon – A fiery Messenger 

   

 6.30pm “A Time to Remember”  
This is a short, reflective time for those 
who are grieving the loss of a loved one. 
All are welcome to join this service of 
worship. 

   

December 16 10.30am Nativity with our Early Birds families 
Christmas Jumpers – see page 9 

   

December 23 10.30am Inverleith St Serf’s choir retell the 
Christmas story 

   

December 24 6.00pm “The Stable Trail” 
Family Christmas Eve service 

   

 11.15pm  Traditional Come Carolling service   
by torchlight 

   

December 30 10.30am Morning worship 
Sermon – Whose Herod? 

   
 

 

��	�������	���������	!����"  
   

January 6 10.30am Epiphany Sunday: Star Words 
   

January 13 10.30am Morning worship 
   

January 20 10.30am Christian Unity Sunday – Ecumenical 
service in Inverleith St Serf’s  

   

January 27 10.30am Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
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Marriage 
 

“The joy of love cannot be extinguished. It arises from God and 
flows to each of us” 

 

October 27, 2018 Katie Souter to Dean McNab 
 

Deaths  
 

“There is nothing in death or life, in the world as it is, or the world as 
it shall be, nothing in all creation that can separate us from the love 

of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
 

October 20, 2018 Evalyn Kay 
  

November 1, 2018 Audrey Fergie 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with their families and friends 
 

$��%�	�����
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In December the flowers are given by: 
  

December 2  Elaine Higgins 
  

December 9 Marjory McColl 
  

December 16  Christmas flowers 
  

December 23 Christmas flowers 
  

December 30 Christine Miller 
  

In January the flowers are given by 
  

January 6 Hutch Grant in memory  
of his wife and mother 

  

January 13 Fiona Fairbairn 
  

January 20 Wilma Grosset 
  

January 27 Sybil Innes 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flower Conveners: 
Ray Oliver   
Margaret Colquhoun 
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.RRReeevvveeerrrssseee   AAAdddvvveeennnttt    CCCaaallleeennndddaaarrr    
Following on from last year’s success, the Mission and 
Discipleship committee invite you to join the ‘Reverse 

Advent Calendar’.  Each day in advent, select something 
that you wish to donate to the food bank.  It is always 
helpful to add dried pasta, pot noodles, pasta sauces, 

long-life goods. A box will be placed in the Church 
Centre for this purpose. 

 
 
 

 

Whose body, whose rights?” 
 

The second in our series of led bio-ethical discussions is on 
January 13, 12.30 – 1.30pm .  

We meet in rooms 2 and 3 and you should bring your own lunch. 
 

 

Bring a Toy 
 

The congregation are invited to bring a gift 
for a child or young person on Sunday 

December 2.  Please mark each gift with the 
gender and age it is suitable for and they will 
be given to Circle – Supporting Families 
in Scotland to distribute to families in need 

at Christmas time. 
 

 

  

CCChhhrrr iiissstttmmmaaasss   JJJuuummmpppeeerrrsss   
 

Wear your Christmas Jumpers on  
Sunday December 16  

and donate £1 or more to the  
Bethany Winter Care Shelter.  
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110000  ppooppppiieess  
 

One hundred metal decorative poppies have been spon sored by 
the congregation and local businesses to mark last month’s 

anniversary of the Armistice and these were placed in the west 
garden during morning worship on Remembrance Sunday . 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The poppies form a cross - four poppy petals – and in the centre a 
wooden cross has been planted covered with 250 poppy flowers.   

 

The circle forming the outside edge of the petals represents the circle 
of life, so that we may remember the fallen and those who have 

come after them.   
 

The four individual petals represent the Army, the Navy, the Air Force 
and the Civilian lives lost during and since the Great War.  The 
central cross represents God’s love for all of creation and, in 

particular, for us. 
 

If you have not yet seen our poppies please visit the glass corridor, in 
the Church Centre, where they may be seen. 

 

During our Remembrance Service members of the congregation 
wrote prayers on small poppy crosses, these have been planted in 

the front garden. 
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100 poppies – photographs of Remembrance Sunday, No vember 11, 2018. 
Top left, detail of the metal poppy head.  Top righ t, metal poppy heads & cross. 
Bottom, view of the 100 metal poppies and cross tak en from the glass corridor. 
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100 poppies – photographs of Remembrance Sunday, No vember 11, 2018 
Top left, wreaths at the War Memorials.  Top right,  detail of the poppy crosses under the tree; 

Bottom, poppy crosses under the tree.  
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Behind the hoardings 
 

An update on property matters 

 

I am pleased to report that the church has had anot her busy 
month and that a number of items have been complete d. 

 

      

 
Our new, demountable, banner stand 
can be seen in its prominent location 
facing Ferry Road opposite the traffic 
lights.  The robust steel frame will ensure 
that it and the attached banners will 
survive the Edinburgh weather! 
 

For those cyclists using the Church and 
Church Centre the alterations to the 
cycle stands have been made and there 
is now a neat row of four stands at the 
Church Centre entrance. 
 

Please spend a moment to inspect the 
resplendent newly upholstered chairs in 
the South Transept and in the Sanctuary 
Vestibule.  These have been recovered 
using the same fabric as the other chairs 
in the church and are a great 
enhancement to our beautiful interior. 
 

The Art Group has also been hard at 
work and you will see that we now have 
3 wall-mounted acrylic exhibition boards 
outside the Session Room.  These will 
be used to display church related artwork 
from various individuals and user groups 
throughout the year. 

 
10 



 
The Property Committee also held its annual meeting, with the various 
User Groups, in October, to discuss Health and Safety, carry out a 
mock fire alarm evacuation and demonstrate the defibrillator as well as 
to discuss a number of other property issues.  This was a productive 
meeting and has resulted in a review of the fire alarm installation 
requirements for the Large Hall (not covered in our rebuild project) and 
additional small scale signage (drinking water, ambulant toilet and first 
aid signage etc.) amongst other items. 
 

We are also undertaking a tree survey to check the condition of the 
mature trees along the boundaries with Ferry Road and Clark Road.  
These trees have been dropping small branches of late, during high 
winds, and the Property Committee wishes to ensure that all Health 
and Safety issues relating to the trees have been fully checked out 
and remedial works undertaken before winter sets in. 
 
Martin Millar 
Property Committee 

  

#���&���� �
One Journey, Many 

Roads, Seeking the Way 
 

Meetings are at 2pm in the  
Church Centre  

  

December 4 Richmond’s Hope with Ailsa Hill 
  

December 20 Festive meeting 
  

January 8 The Church Stained Glass Windows 
Gordon Hughes 

  

January 22 Crappit Heads and Barley Bannocks 
Maureen Kelly 

  

February 5 Photographic Tour of Wild places in Scotland 
Graham Gainey 
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The last meeting for this year,  

“Holistic health and cupcakes” ,  
will be held on December 6, 7.30pm  

in the Church Centre.  
Meetings are open to all working age women 

up to the age of 65! Do come and join us. 
 

 

 

Bite & Blether… 
…will have a break over the festive season.  

The Christmas lunch will be on Thursday 
December 13 (see back page) and we will 

resume normal service on Thursday January 
10, 12.30 – 1.30pm in the Church Centre. 

 

 




 ��� 			 ��� ��� ��� ''' ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
MMMooonnndddaaayyy   DDDeeeccceeemmmbbbeeerrr    111000,,,   777...333000pppmmm   

 

Come and join St Serf’s Players in the large 
hall for an informal evening of music, carols 

and readings to celebrate the advent 
season. Refreshments will be provided. 

We hope to see you all then! 
 

  

Coffee House 
will not be open on the last Friday of December 
(28) but will be offering coffee and home baking 

again on Friday January 25. 
In the meantime we look forward to seeing you on  

St Andrews Day, November 30. 
 

Nostalgia Café 
We will not meet in December (27) but we will 

welcome everyone on the last Thursday in January 
which is January 31. 
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Christmas Post 
 

Do consider using Christmas Post when exchanging cards 
with other members of the congregation. It is an efficient 
service and we only ask for a donation of 10p per card 

which will go towards church funds. Cards can be brought 
on either Sunday December 2 or 9.   Your post will be 

available for collection on December 16 or will be 
delivered to your home during the following few days. 

 

Christmas Present Wrapping 
 

On Friday December 14 and on Monday – Thursday 
(17 – 20) Martin Millar will be in the Session Room  

from 10am – 1pm to wrap all those presents you migh t 
dislike doing. The more complicated the shape, the 

better the challenge! 
 

A minimum donation of £1 per gift to be wrapped is 
suggested and all proceeds will go to Bethany Winte r 
Care Shelter.  Paper and accessories can be provide d. 

Do support this venture! 
 

 

 

 

St Serf’s Players 
Have you bought your tickets for this  

year’s Pantomime �� ������� ? 

When: November 28, 29, 30 at 7.30pm  
and December 1 at 2pm and 6.30pm 

Tickets: Adult £10; Under 18 £5 and Family £25 (2A + 2C) 
can be bought at the door or from Club members. 

 

 

This month’s cover: 
 

A blue tit prepares for winter, perched on top of a 
frosted twig in this stunning wildlife photograph taken 
by Eion Johnston.  A reminder that we should all 
wrap up well this Festive Season and look out for 
those in our community who may need that little extra 
help.  
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