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Reflection from the Manse
“i never heard it
i never saw it
i was busy sleeping
like the rest of the world
it never made a sound
there was no flash of light
no great roar from heaven
(is that not how it always happens?)
no great hallelujahs
no angelic chorus
no chariots of fire
or mighty army marching

nothing

yet everything

the stone rolled
the grave clothes were folded
and Jesus walked free
and no one noticed”
(written by Rev Roddy Hamilton)

No Easter worship in sanctuary
I’m writing this article with a heavy heart as I inform you that we will not be
opening the church doors for Easter Sunday. This decision was not made
lightly, and I have no doubt that it will be a difficult decision that will
disappoint some of you. Yet, let me say clearly that I believe it is the correct
decision – and that it is a courageous decision.
Some of the greatest joys of Easter Sunday are — the physical gathering of
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the people; the sharing of the Easter peace; the acclamations and sounds of
hallelujahs echoing around our beautiful sanctuary; choir anthems that
leave an indelible mark upon our souls as the Easter story is powerfully
recounted; the sharing of Christ’s peace as the worshipping community
wanders around the sanctuary greeting fellow pilgrims in faith; Easter
breakfast. None of this will be possible this year – at least not with the
physical gathering together of the worshipping community!
Easter, where no Easter praise is sung; no hallelujahs raised forth; no choir
anthems ringing out in the sanctuary is hardly imaginable. Therefore,
Easter, this year, will be celebrated differently.
But - garden communions, on-line worship, pre-recorded dvd
So, let me now tell you what is planned. Worship will be made available ‘on
-line’ in the format that we have been accustomed to this past year.
I will be available to offer garden communions in Holy Week and on Easter
Sunday. If you wish to receive
communion, please contact me by
phone or email to schedule an
appointment.
Early Birds families will receive their
Easter craft pack from their friendly
postman.
Some of our elderly members who are
not ‘on-line’ will receive a dvd with
pre-recorded Holy Week and Easter
worship.

In each of these ways, we go forward
celebrating God’s message of love,
hope, resurrection and LIFE in the
midst of the pandemic.
The Easter Cross….
One of our favourite traditions is the
decoration of the ‘Easter Cross’.
It will be planted in the church garden
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on Good Friday. This allows individuals to bring their own flowers and
decorate it over the Easter weekend. My hope is that the ‘Easter Cross’
will be filled with flowers, offering resurrection hope to all who have lost a
loved one. That is dependent on people’s goodwill and bringing their own
flowers to decorate the cross.
Every Easter, the community pauses at the cross to reflect, give thanks and
to remember someone they love. I am frequently humbled by the power
that people find in its message, as well as their personal stories of loss, love
and hope.

Wishing each of you God’s richest blessings this Easter.
Rev Joanne

Worship in April
Maundy Thursday (April 1) - 7pm online
Good Friday (April 2) - 7pm online, Stations of the Cross
with participation from local Council of Churches
Easter Sunday (April 3) - online worship.
During Holy Week and on Easter Sunday our Minister,
Joanne, will offer garden communions. If you wish to receive communion, please
contact her by phone or email to schedule an appointment - contact details on
page 2
For the rest of April and into May worship will be online.

Zoom coffee chats
Look out on Facebook for details of zoom coffee chats after Sunday worship
and monthly on a Friday.
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Early Birds and Pram Service

Cress heads!
As you know, the Early Birds and Pram Service team has been keeping
in touch with the church’s young families by delivering activity bags to
their homes at regular intervals.

Lucy and her granny,
Fiona Hughes, show
off their cress heads.

In February, because of lockdown restrictions and in accordance with
Church of Scotland guidance, the activity bags were posted to the
families.
In their bags the children had a prayer, a series of craft activities and
an outdoor family challenge – all on the theme of hope.
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One of the activities was to make a cress head. The miracle of seeing
the tiny seeds transform into little plants, which are something that
the children could eat in their own homes, should give us all some
hope. We have seen all sorts of beautifully decorated cress pots – a
pirate, a unicorn and a teddy bear, a pink pot with googly eyes and
more abstract works of art.
Photographs, taken from the family group Facebook page and
reproduced here with permission, show some of the February
projects. We wish we could have displayed them all.

Emily with
her googlyeyed cress
pot

7

The Easter activity bags will be ready soon. Because of lockdown
uncertainty, we have decided to send these out once more by post.
So, families, be on the lookout for the postman!
From top—Adam, Holly and Angus all
hard at work decorating their cress
pots
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Church Family
Deaths
‘There is nothing in death or life, in the world as it is, or the world as it shall
be, nothing in all creation that can separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus, our Lord’
Miss Sheena Brown
Mr Bill Hamilton
Our thoughts and prayers are with their families and friends.

Guild News

‘A tree and a rainbow’
This is the theme of the Guild photographic challenge.
Both a tree and a rainbow must feature in the same
photograph. You have 2 months to find yourself in the right place at the
right time to catch such an image Enter digitally, send firstly to me by the
end of May and I will submit to Edinburgh Guilds Together, thereafter the
best will be entered nationally.
Edinburgh Guilds Together 'New Project Launch' – let me know if you
would like to attend the Zoom meeting on April 22 and I will make sure you
have the right link. Look out for a short introduction to each of the
projects here in the May magazine.
As lockdown restrictions are eased, we hope and pray that we may be able
to gather again later this year. Meanwhile my best wishes to you all.
Fiona
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Overseas news — Coronavirus diary
The Rev Daniel Izquierdo Hernández, minister of Lunyano Congregation of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church of Cuba writes:
‘The disease hit our nation, not at the levels reported in other parts of Latin
America, but bringing deaths and anxieties that still linger.
As a father and pastor of a Presbyterian congregation in Havana, it was very difficult
for me from the beginning to limit my pastoral functions, which I tried to maintain

as much as possible, but under the premises of extreme care to protect my baby,
who was few months old, and not to fail in preserving my
family´s health.
It was unprecedented not being able to congregate, not
being able at times to even visit members in their homes.
It was necessary to resort to the telephone and the
Internet - not always an easy task given the economic
limitations of the Cuban population.
This time has taught us some things. First, the churches survive even though they
could not congregate: a temple is not the condition that validates the existence of
God's people. Second, we have seen a display of solidarity every time something
has been needed. It has also been seen how prayer maintains a unity within the
believers.
We are still far from seeing this disease defeated, but we have already learned how
to overcome it, since it has been possible to abandon an initial fear that paralysed,
to give way to a responsible and careful action to avoid contagion. We can thank
God for all of this, and keep moving on.’

Christian Aid Week May 2021
Christian Aid week in 2021 is May 10-16. Watch out for full
details in the May issue of The Outlook of how you can
contribute to Christian Aid in 2021.
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Let us pray...
Eternal Love,
At this time of testing and of vaccination,
You are in our self-isolating and exercising, in our working or
volunteering,
In our home schooling and online learning in our caring and coping with disability

In our worrying about job or money.
You tell us to stay firm and resolute, because of our trust in You
To companion and empower us.
You are in all our hospitals and health centres, in all care homes and all family
homes, in all discussion and decision making chambers, in all nurseries and
educational establishments, in all local communities and shops, in all our public
transport and emergency services.
You tell us not to fear or lose hope, even if we are feeling overwhelmed, because
You are there in every situation working for our good. You are there in our anxieties
and panics, in our feelings of hopelessness or lack of purpose, in our loneliness and
grieving because wherever we go in our heads You are there whispering Christ’s
words: ‘Come to me all who are tired from carrying heavy loads and I will give you
rest’.
Lord God, You are in every part of our conflicted and unjust world. Help us to share
knowledge and medicine. Lead us through this pandemic.

Ever present Love, You are each one of Your global children, so for all we pray: Bless
us and keep us. Be gracious and look kindly on us. May Your face shine upon us and
give us peace, Your peace.
Amen
This prayer first appeared in the March edition of Life and Work. To subscribe,
contact Margaret Wilkinson or visit www.lifeandwork.org.
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Pastoral Care Circle
The Pastoral Care Team continue to keep in touch with members of the
congregation with regular phone calls and virtual chats where possible.
Each month, The Outlook along with the DVD/CD of recorded services is
posted out to those members not on the Internet. Our Pastoral Newsy
Letter is also included every two months.
If you still wish to receive a DVD/CD, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
As Spring approaches with warmer days and longer light, from all the
Pastoral Care Team, we wish you a very 'Happy Easter'.
Dorothy Millar

Easter wishes to our community
The banner you see on this page will be on the banner stand in our church
garden for Holy Week and during the Easter holidays.
Although our buildings are closed, we want the folk out for a walk, hurrying
to the GP surgery or to Goldenacre; the people passing in cars, buses and
lorries on Ferry Road to read our Easter message.
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