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Reflection from the Manse
‘Dance, then, wherever you may be,
I am the Lord of the dance, said he.
And I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be,
and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he.’

When you consider the meaning of Pentecost, Sydney Carter's poem
"Lord of the Dance" is probably not the first poem that springs to
mind. However, it is, in my opinion, a perfect expression of
Pentecost. It reminds us that our God is constantly on the move;
constantly leading us forwards in faith; constantly surprising us ‘They cut me down and I leapt up high;
I am the life that'll never, never die…’

It also reminds us of the Church’s primary tasks and purpose, which
are to proclaim the wonder of life in the Spirit through word and
deed, and to equip Christ’s disciples for work in the world.
Commitment required
Discerning how these tasks are carried forward will demand
commitment not only from the Kirk’s ministers, deacons and elders. It
will also require the steadfast commitment of every member, up and
down the land. Indeed, the General Assembly of 2021 did not “shy
away” from confronting this reality.
If you joined Assembly, by zoom, you will have heard robust debates
on


gender justice;



climate justice;



the importance of challenging unjust systems which perpetuate
poverty;



the importance of engaging with children, young people and
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young adults both within and beyond the life of the church;


the importance of creating a mission focussed Church that
equips and resources Christ’s people to meet the challenges of
modern ministry.

The latter is not a new challenge! Indeed, as a Kirk, we’ve been
dragging our feet on this issue for far too long, ignoring it at our peril.
‘…I'll live in you If you'll live in me I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.’

Pentecost is a reminder that God calls and equips his people,
empowering them for the tasks of ministry. Or if you prefer the
words of Sydney Carter – ‘I’ll lead you all wherever you may be, I’ll
lead you all in the dance said he.’
A new path post-pandemic
As with all professions and callings, a new path must be forged postpandemic. This will demand resilience, patience and courage in
letting go “aye beens” and inventing new ways of being Church.
Thanks to the work of the Faith Nurture Forum and the approval of
General Assembly 2021, that journey has begun. We, are invited, like
the Pentecost disciples, to step out in faith, trusting in the power of
the Holy Spirit, to co-create a renewed vision for God’s Church.
Shalom,
Joanne
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Worship from June to August
Sunday worship is at 10.30am. Our numbers are still restricted by
coronavirus precautions so you still need to book your seat each week.
You can book by phoning or emailing Sandy Pratt by 4pm on the Friday
before the service. Places are allocated on a first come first served basis.
Entry is via the Clark Road entrance, masks must be worn and there is still no
socialising nor (at time of going to press) is there singing.
The service appears on our website and Facebook page later that day.

Church Family
Death
‘There is nothing in death or life, in the world as it is, or the world
as it shall be, nothing in all creation that can separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord’

Mrs Isobel Thomson
Our thoughts and prayers are with her family and friends.
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New organist appointed
The Minister and Kirk Session are delighted that Angus Tully has accepted
the role of organist at Inverleith St Serf’s. Angus has provided an up to
date biography to enable those who knew him many years ago to reacquaint themselves and to introduce him to those who have not yet had
that pleasure.
‘It is a wonderful thing to be able to return to Inverleith St Serf's Church as
organist. As many will know, this is my second time of being organist here,
having served the former St Serf’s congregation from 2001-2004.
Our new organist, Angus Tully

Catching the ‘hymn’ bug
For a biography though, I’m Edinburgh born and bred, having lived in this
parish since I was 4 and half. Schooling was Trinity Primary then George
Heriot's School from Primary 7 through to the end of my sixth year.
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Church and Music were totemic features of weekly life throughout this
time. The family church was Leith, St Andrew's and that is where I caught
the 'hymn' bug from an early age; indeed as a toddler, my eyes were always
transfixed on the organist, so much so, I would come home and attempt to
recreate what I'd heard in church on the piano at home.
Heriot’s and St Andrew’s High, Musselburgh
Fast forward a few years and, at Heriot's, the school had regular services in
Greyfriars' Kirk and with their having a new organ, being able to see and
hear this piece of musical machinery at close quarters was something of an
epiphany moment; playing the organ was just something I had to do.
After spending a whole summer break learning to play all the 6,500+ notes
of Widor's famous Toccata, my Head of Music thought it was time that I
actually had some lessons!
A deal was 'brokered', so that I would have organ lessons during my periods
of Religious Education, the Head of RE figured I was more likely to have a
career as a musician than a theologian; what prophetic insight. Within five
months of my starting, my RE teacher's husband was looking for an Organist
for his church in Musselburgh, got one!
Aged 15, I spent four very happy years at St Andrew's High Parish Church,
learning the 'trade', a huge amount of repertoire, developing my
improvisation skills, playing for weddings, ordination and induction services,
and finding ways to enrich the worship through my accompaniment of the
congregational hymns.
University years & St Serf’s
Upon leaving Heriot's, I made the transition to Edinburgh University, to read
for a Bachelor of Music degree, with Organ being my 'first' study taught by
the indefatigable Dr John Kitchen. In my second year, I made the move to
Leith, St Serf's in the January of 2001 as Organist and Choirmaster.
In that time, I developed my knowledge of sacred choral repertoire and the
choir, who then sat behind the screen and around the organ console, were
always very supportive of inexperienced, yet sometimes ambitious choices.
Concomitant with which, some University friends would come and offer
some vocal support for larger-scale pieces. It was at this time too, that I
worked closely with John Willmett from Inverleith Church and Margaret
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Donaldson at Wardie, drawing together our vocal forces for joint services in
Holy Week, and most memorably in 2002, for a special concert to mark the
Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth.
All change in 2004
It was all change in 2004 and after a year at Moray House, I was offered a
Music teaching job at Edinburgh Academy. Four years later I took over the
Chamber Choir from Peter Backhouse and in 2011, the choir won the BBC
Songs of Praise School Choir of the Year Competition.
I also departed St Serf's in 2004 and moved to St Columba's Church,
Blackhall, with my time at St Columba's coming to an end in 2017, when I
was promoted to Director of Music at Edinburgh Academy.
This, coupled with my having got married to Marie Clare at the end of 2015,
and having been an organist for 21 years, necessitated something of a
Sunday morning career break!
And so after a spell of quieter Sundays and the odd bit of supply work, I did
miss the rhythm of church life, and playing hymns for congregational
worship. When the opportunity to play this revitalised organ here arose, it
was simply too good to miss – and I am thrilled to be back.
Other music involvement
Away from work, I’m the joint conductor of the Lothian Gaelic Choir and
serve as a Music Adjudicator at Gaelic Mòd competitions round the
country. And in the holidays, I’m Bass Coach to the National Youth Choir of
Scotland, Choir trainer to the National Boys’ Choir and I do the odd bit of
cycling!
I look forward to meeting with you as soon as Covid permits and being able
to play a part in the life of this congregation once more. ‘

Angus Tully
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Money Matters
Our treasurer explains the impact of COVID on our
finances and asks members to maintain their giving.
On March 18 the Kirk Session approved the 2020
Accounts. They were subsequently signed off by our Independent Examiner
and signed copies were sent to the Offices of the Church of Scotland and
Edinburgh Presbytery. Once Presbytery gives its authority, a copy will be
sent to the Charity Regulator, OSCR. That will complete our regulatory
commitments for 2020.
Included in the accounts is a Financial Review where the first paragraph
summarises the years financial activities. The paragraph states –
There was a fall in funds during 2020 of nearly £15,500. The impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic on the church saw a fall of £20,000 on givings, a fall
of £20,000 on hall rentals and a fall of £5,000 on fund raising. So, a total
income fall of £45,000. We did, though, receive two legacies totalling
£10,000 and additional donations of £4,000. Also, due to the closure of the
church, running costs reduced in the region of £12,000 and £4,000 of
fabric costs were not made.
The tables below provide this same summary –
£’000
Givings - FWO

-9

- Tax Recovered on

-5

- Plate

-6

£’000

FWO
Lost Givings

-20

Hall Income

-20

Fundraising
Total Income Fall

Legacies Received
Donations Received

+10
+4
+12

-5

Cost Savings with Closed
Church
Fabric Underspent

-45

Movement in Reserves

+15
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+4

The second paragraph of the Financial Review covers changes in our
reserves –
‘Two new funds have been introduced this year. An Organ Maintenance
Fund has been opened to cover current and future work on the organ. It has
been opened with £7,000 being the request of one of the legacies. The other
new fund is the Property Rental Fund to cover future rent free periods. It had
been agreed that any sums in excess of a budgeted rent figure of £20,000
would be put to this fund. That figure for 2020 is £1,600.’
The table below covers movements on all reserves –
Funds at 31st December 2020
Main Funds
General Fund

2019

2020

Movement

£

£

£

5,000

478

-4,522

21,461

26,307

4,846

Special Reserve Fund

100,999

78,999

-22,000

Property

700,000

700,000

0

8,419

8,419

0

22,851

22,851

0

1,629

1,629

0

Organ Maintenance Fund

0

7,000

7,000

Property Rental Fund

0

1,638

1,638

Misc Funds

11,133

10,779

-354

Investment Revaluation Fund

28,295

26,211

-2,084

Fabric

Mentiplay
Large Hall Fund
Art Fund

Restricted Funds

2,798

2,798

0

902,585

887,109

-15,476

Plea to maintain giving
Therefore, the fall of £15,476 is reflected in the total movement in reserves.
Fortunately, the church had sufficient reserves to absorb the impact of the
pandemic and we anticipate a similar impact in 2021. It is important that
congregational members maintain their givings during this time. Many
10

already give by bank standing order which achieves this.
However, there was still a disappointing fall of £9,000 from those in the
Free Will Offering Scheme (who do not give through standing order) and
this would have been resolved if everyone gave through their banks.
Therefore, please can I encourage everyone to sign a standing order form
with our FWO Treasurer, Jim Moir.
I hope this summary of the 2020 Accounts is useful and if there are any
questions, please let me know. Also, if anyone wishes a full copy of the
accounts, (which do run to 17 pages), please let me know.
Hugh McMichael, Congregational Treasurer

Plants for sale
The Garden Group have a few potted
Agapanthus and Libertia plants which are
available to Church members for a small
donation to Church funds!

If you are interested, please contact Martin
or Frances for further information.
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Brownies over the past year
Susan Brown, one of our elders and our Brownie Leader, explains
how our Brownie units have kept up their work over the last 15
months.

Our Brownie unit was lucky to squeeze in a weekend away just before
lockdown in March 2020. We had an amazing time at The Craigs in
Torphichen and little did we know about the journey we were going to have
for the next year or so!

Neither rain nor the virus can faze our Brownies

When the initial lockdown was announced few of us were familiar with
online platforms, however as many of you know, our unit has been going
continuously for 102 years, therefore there was no chance we were going
to let anything get in our way.
Immediately we embraced using zoom, and week by week the leaders, girls
and parents got more and more skilled with its functions. Before long we
were baking, doing online word searches, scavenger hunts, stargazing,
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dressing up and one of our favourites making mocktails and smoothies.
The girls followed the guiding
programme (with a few adaptations)
and managed to achieve an amazing
number of badges. To date we have had
fourteen girls who have gained their
Brownie Gold Award – this required
them to do a number of badges and
activities and also lead an activity
themselves with all the other brownies.
Meeting outdoors
Each time there was a relaxation in the
guidance, we got out and about in
Inverleith Park and have enjoyed putting up
tents, searching for bugs, doing obstacle
courses, testing our first aid skills and setting trails. The weather had not
always been in our favour: however, with one of our guiding activities
called Dancing in the Rain, all had to be good.
Smoothie making

Pre-Christmas meetings indoors
We had a very short opportunity to meet up inside at an approved venue
Fun in the park
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just before Christmas - this allowed us to do some well-loved craft activities
together – and also reminded the leaders how noisy it was with 30 girls in a
hall!
We have continued to welcome new girls (and leaders), and are also
delighted that our older girls have gone up to Guides during this time. Both
our Guide units are meeting regularly and we have also been able to make
sure all our Rainbows have been offered a chance to meet up too.
Girlguiding has a strong tradition in Inverleith St Serf’s and numbers have
always been strong. We are so delighted that, despite all we have been
through in the last year, this continues to be the case and all the units are
so looking forward to being back where we belong!
Susan Brown

Above and left—the Brownie Promise
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General
Assembly
2021

The 2021 General Assembly met virtually from May 22 to May 27.
An elder and former Deputy First Minister in the Scottish Executive, the Rt
Hon Lord Wallace of Tankerness
QC (Jim Wallace), was
appointed to serve as
the Moderator.
The Queen appointed Prince
William as the Lord High
Commissioner. Prince William
spent a day visiting a
CrossReach care home, Queen’s
Bay Lodge, and the Grassmarket
Prince William addresses the Assembly
Community Project (a Kirk
supported project).
Some key decisions from Assembly 2021 can be found on the following page.
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General Assembly has backed the
Faith Impact Forum's vision for a
"just and green future"



A church-wide National Gift Day is
to take place in October. The
monetary gifts received through
this Gift Day will remain with
congregations. It is envisaged that
these additional monetary gifts will
help congregations offset deficits,
finance specific work or get a new
project off the ground.



Edinburgh Presbytery & West
and his wife
Lothian Presbytery will unite on
January 1 2022 to form the
presbytery of Edinburgh & West Lothian.



General Assembly warmly congratulated the Guild on raising more
than £638,000 for life-changing projects over the last three years.



General Assembly agreed a target for the Church to have 600
ministries posts and no more than 60 charges vacant at any one time
by the end of 2025. This represents a reduction of around 200 posts.



Edinburgh Presbytery will see a reduction in ministries from 78.2 to
48.5.

The Moderator, Lord Jim Wallace,

Virtual
General
Assembly
Photos by Church of Scotland
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Let us pray…
Dear Loving God,
We approach you now with our prayers, prayers for the world especially at
the present time of concern with a pandemic.
We pray for the work of Christian Aid and all who were able to take part and
give support during Christian Aid week, again disrupted by the pandemic.
We pray for


the new Moderator of the General Assembly, Lord Wallace of
Tankerness (Jim Wallace);



the outgoing Moderator, Rev Dr Martin Fair;



all commissioners who attended this virtual event, including our
Minister, Joanne.

We pray earnestly for all in Israel and Gaza caught in terrible conflict which
seems insurmountable. May the leaders and politicians come together in
peace to resolve their differences.
Guardian God,
We have so much to be thankful for — those who have worked tirelessly
during lockdowns giving their time and help to many, as well as the many
who care for those who need assistance and encouragement.
We pray and give thanks for


our local churches who continue to offer services
with many ‘volunteers’ giving of their time and
efforts to keep us all informed and lead towards a
normal way of life



our Minister, Joanne, always encouraging,



the Pastoral Care members who also give of their
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time to keep in touch with our members at home and in hospital.
Caring God,
We give thanks for all who manage the buildings, as well as the gardening
group who maintain the area with such success for the locals to enjoy and
sit.
As we approach summer, with joy and anticipation, hoping to be free of
illness and worry, may we be regenerated and return afresh to continue
our work in your name.
Loving God, we have been so easily distracted with the current events at
home and abroad that we forget YOU are always with us and watching,
guiding, sharing all our worries and pains. May we be still and listen to
your still small voice telling us that all will be well, different, but all will be
well.
All these things we ask in the name of Jesus, your son.

Amen

Charity news

Embrace the Middle East
The message on pages 19 and 20 was recently sent to us from Mark Calder,
Regional Manager of Embrace the Middle East (Scotland and North
England). This is a particularly challenging time for Mark and all who work
for this organisation. He has also kindly included a prayer to help us focus
our thoughts on all that is happening in this part of the world. There is an
opportunity to donate to the Emergency Gaza Appeal on the following
page: www.embraceme.org.
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Tackling
poverty
through
education

‘I hope all’s well at Inverleith St Serf’s Church.

We are greatly saddened by the current escalation of violence in Israel and
Palestine. This time last week we were focusing on displacement and
dispossession in Sheikh Jarrah, a tiny area of Jerusalem. Today we see that
seed of violence spreading as wildfire, with unprecedented hostilities
between Palestinian and Jewish citizens of Israel, nationwide, added to the
more familiar horror faced by residents of the Gaza Strip.
This is the land our Lord Jesus called home, and to him we turn in our sense
of despair and grief. In this unyielding soil we do see other seeds being
planted: by our partners in Gaza providing emergency medical care, by our
partners in northern Israel promoting community cohesion and human
rights, and by many other Palestinians and Israelis who take great risks for
peace and justice. However, these seeds will only be brought to fruition, and
the Holy Land will only know peace, in God’s mercy.
What a comfort it is, in the current situation, to have hope in a God who

Tackling
poverty
through
healthcare
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weeps, a God who was wounded, and a God who, through Christ’s
resurrection, ‘has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the
dividing wall of hostility’ (Ephesians 2:14). As one household of God with
our partners in Israel and Palestine, we claim that as a promise today.
O God the creator of all life
We bring before you all the people who call Israel and Palestine home.
We particularly remember those living in Jerusalem and Gaza whose lives
are marred by restrictions to their freedom, the threat of eviction from
their homes and the constant fear of armed conflict.
We ask your forgiveness for the anger, hatred and violence that all of us
have the potential to carry within us.
We beseech you to soften hearts and open minds so that the sanctity of
life is always protected, the right to freedom of worship upheld and the
security of a safe home defended.

We pray that justice will flow like rivers. That human dignity will be
respected and, that each of us may strive to do justice, love mercy and
walk humbly with you our God.
Amen’
James Robertson

The Gaza
Emergency

Photos by Embrace the Middle East
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