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Reflection from the Manse 

“I thank God for you every time I think of you” (Philippians 1:3) 

 

It’s hard to believe that I am penning my 
final ‘Minister’s Letter’ to you all. Actually, 
it’s a bit surreal to think that 25 years ago, I 
was ordained and inducted as a young 
minister and that nine (and a bit!) years ago, 
I walked into your lives – or was it that you 
walked into mine? Maybe it was a bit of 
both. God called me to you, and you opened 
your hearts to welcome me and from that 
moment on, I have been richly blessed by your presence and your 
friendship.  

There are moments in ministry that you cherish and treasure and 
carry with you to the end of your days. I have so many to look back 
on, give thanks for and genuinely rejoice over. Yet, I think the 
greatest gift you have given me is the gift of laughter and the gift of 
being my authentic self with you.  

 

‘I thank God every time I think of you’  
 

From the first moments I journeyed with you, you allowed me to be 
fully myself; to be free in worship to risk new things with the freedom 
to know that I could ‘get it wrong’ without the heavens falling in! 
Your ability to be adventurous, embrace my constant optimism and 
fondness for change has been a tremendous asset. I hope you’ll agree 
that this freedom has allowed us to celebrate together and to 
embrace the different challenges and opportunities that God has 
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brought to us. 

I genuinely do not have the words to express how I feel about you as 
a worshipping community. I think the words from Philippians 
expresses it best –  

‘I thank God every time I think of you.’  

You have brought me such joy and enrichment in my ministry among 
you. I know that whoever follows will indeed be richly blessed by 
your presence, support, encouragement and, steadfast dedication to 
be of service at the heart of the parish.  

This poem encompasses for me a model of what parish ministry at its 
best can be like. Few congregations attain this (in my opinion!). You 
have not only attained it: you have lived it.  

This is the church of my dreams –  
The Church of the warm heart, of the open mind 
Of the adventurous spirit; 
The Church that cares, 
That heals hurt lives,  
That comforts old people, that challenges youth. 
That knows no divisions of culture or class, 
The Church that enquires as well as avers, 
That looks forwards as well as backward; 
The church of the Master, the church of the people. 
High as the ideals of Jesus, low as the humblest human; 
A church that inspires courage for this life 
And hope for the life to come; 
A Church of courage; the church of all people –  
The church of the living God.               
(anon) 
 
In deep gratitude for the ministry we have shared.  
 
Shalom, Rev Joanne 
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Leaving gift for Joanne 
As you will know, Joanne has announced her intention to demit her pulpit 

and will  conduct her last service of worship with us on September 12.  It is 
a tradition that a congregation presents a gift to mark his or her time with 
their congregation.  The Session Clerks feel that it would be appropriate to 
follow this tradition and we hope you agree.   

It will not be possible under the current circumstances, unfortunately, to 
hold a farewell social event. 

Should you wish to make a contribution we would ask that you put your gift 
in an envelope marked "Joanne" and leave it on the collection plate at 
Sunday worship.   

Alternatively, any contribution made by cheque can be posted to our 
Treasurer, Hugh McMichael . 

 
You can also contribute electronically using the following bank details: 

Royal Bank of Scotland plc Edinburgh 
Stockbridge (A) Branch 
Sort code: 83-19-10 
Account: Edinburgh Inverleith St Serf's Church  of Scotland 
Account number: 00623105 

We would respectfully ask that cash is not put in to the church postbox as 
there has recently been an attempt to force it open. 

This is a challenging time for our congregation and the Session will be 
working hard on your behalf: we would ask for your prayers and 
support.  The Session Clerks will keep you informed of any developments. 

Warmest wishes 

Helen & Sandy (Joint Session Clerks) 
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Worship in September 

Sunday worship will be at 10.30am each Sunday.  There is no longer any 

need to book a place although you must still wear a mask. 

September 5 10.30am— Songs of Praise 

September 12 10.30am —Joanne’s last service as our Minister 

September 19 10.30am — Sunday worship 

September 26 10.30am— Harvest and National Giving Day (see below  

    and p7) 

We plan to hold a symbolic 

Harvest Thanksgiving on 

September 26. Due to COVID 

restrictions we are asking 

members not to bring gifts to the 

service.   

Congratulations to the drama club, Leitheatre, who celebrated their 75th 
anniversary in August. They have been using our premises as a venue for 
their Fringe shows since 1984. (COVID permitting) 
 

Harvest 
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National Giving Day—September 26 

The Church of Scotland at the General Assembly introduced an 

initiative for congregations to hold a National Giving Day over the 

season of Harvest 2021. This is in recognition of the financial burden 

each congregation has incurred during the pandemic.  

Money raised to stay in Inverleith St Serf’s 

The General Assembly also decided that any monies raised would not 

be used in the calculation of our own church’s contribution to central 

funds of the broader church. Usually, we pay nearly half of any gifts to 

the central church to cover our minister’s stipend and the work of the 

wider church. Therefore, any gifts given to us on a National Giving Day 

are, if you like, tax free. 

Our Harvest Thanksgiving Service is due to be held on September 26, 

2021, and we are also calling this our National Giving Day. Therefore, 

if you wish to give the church an additional gift this year, then that is 

the day to make it. As I explained, any gift will be used for your own 

church and not passed on to the wider church. 
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No fund-raising activities in 2020-21 

During the pandemic we have not been able to hold any fund-raising 

activities, which in the past have been a stable source of income. 

Therefore, can I ask you to think about how much you would have 

spent if we had held a Coffee Morning, a Summer Fair, or a Social 

Event during 2020/2021. If you can, any amount would be gratefully 

received, on National Giving Day, in lieu of these events. 

 

how would you spent 

if we held a  Morning, 

a Summer , or a Social Event 

during 2020/2021? 

 

If you are able, please put any gift you wish into an envelope marked 

‘National Giving Day’ and place in the tray on Sunday, September26, 

2021. 

Alternatively you can send a cheque to me (Hugh) or send a gift direct 

to our bank (see p5 for details of these arrangements). 

Many thanks for your generosity. 

Hugh McMichael 

Congregational Treasurer 
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Vacancy update 

This is the first of what will probably be a 

number of Vacancy updates. The aim will be to 

keep you all informed as events unfold.   

Interim Moderator 

The Presbytery has appointed Rev Ian Alexander as our Interim Moderator 

to take up this position after Joanne leaves. 

Interim Moderator role 

The Interim Moderator has a dual role to discharge.  

On the one hand, being the Presbytery’s appointee, the Interim Moderator 

is expected to help in representing the views of the Presbytery to the 

congregation.  

On the other hand, as the congregation’s minister for the time being, the 

Interim Moderator may be called on to help in representing the 

congregation’s views to the Presbytery.  

The Interim Moderator will not be taking regular Sunday worship or 

conducting funeral services.    He will, however, moderate the Kirk Session.  

He will also guide us through the vacancy process. 

Rev Ian Alexander 

Rev Ian Alexander is based at 121 George Street, the head offices of the 

Church of Scotland.  He currently heads up the Faith Impact Forum, having 

previously worked for World Mission Council.  He has also worked abroad. 

He is married with two young sons.  His wife, Julia, is locum at Bristo 

Memorial Craigmillar. 

Locum 

Normally, the Kirk Session would hope to appoint a locum quickly to take 
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Nostalgia Cafe 
We are happy to tell you we are very hopeful that 
the Nostalgia Café will open its doors again on Thursday, 
September 30.  We intend to open the Café for one hour 
initially, while socially distancing the tables.  However, 
we will be in touch with our usual visitors and volunteers early in 
September to confirm all the details. 

It will be lovely to see our regulars and to welcome new visitors to join us 
for tea and cake, and to enjoy some sociable time together. 

We look forward to meeting up with you in the near future. 

Regards and keep safe. 

Dorothy and Kate 

Photos by Pixabay 

Sunday worship and conduct funeral services.  

 It is proving to be a challenging task to find a locum at the moment with 

the large number of current vacancies and ministers off sick. The Session 

Clerks are working on this but it may be that we run with pulpit supply for a 

time until a suitable locum is found.  We hope from next month to publish a 

list of who will occupy our pulpit when. 

Deaths 

After Joanne leaves us, we would ask you, meantime, to contact one of the 

Session Clerks (contact details on p2) in the event of a member’s death. 
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Church Family 

Deaths 

‘There is nothing in death or life, in the world as it is, or the world as it 

shall be, nothing in all creation that can separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus, our Lord’ 

Mrs Rosemary Baxter  

Mrs Sheila Stewart 

Mr Tommy Banks 

Our thoughts and prayers are with their families and friends. 

The Garden Group  

The Garden Group met for coffee (socially distanced and observing all 

COVID requirements) in the  Church garden in June (from left to right: 

Martin Millar, Sandy and Shona Smith, Frances Bicket and Jean Gray. 

Photo by Dorothy Millar who has been helping in the garden during 

lockdown 
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Property update 
Our buildings - they might have been sparsely 
used over the last 18 months but they still 
needed the ‘TLC’ of the Property team. 

COVID limitations 

As most of you will know we have been limited in what we can do as 
far as building repairs and upgrading is concerned during the Covid 
restriction period. Up until a few months ago only emergency work 
was allowed, to keep the building safe and ‘wind and weatherproof’.  

The work that has been carried out included making safe some loose 
stonework on the upper parapet walls, repairing the covering on the 
flat roof above the organ gallery spiral stairwell, replacing some 
cracked glass in some of the leaded glass windows and re-pointing 
some of these windows. Some were leaking at the stone interface. 

 In addition we became aware that the electricity meter was ticking 
over more than we expected and discovered that the hot water 
system was the culprit. A timer has now been installed so we can 
control this better in the future and make some significant cost 
savings.  

Finally, on emergency works, the 
recent storms resulted in the old 
boiler room, below the Session 
Room, being flooded up to waist 
height. No serious damage done 
but I will be calling on our ‘snow 
clearing team’ to pull on their 
wellington boots and help hose 
down the room and its contents of 
spare tables, chairs and plastic 
boxes.  

 

Broken 

pane in 

glass 

corridor

—see p 

13 
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Large Hall 

On the projects side, since things have been relaxed, we have cut 
hatches in the Large Hall floor to check the condition of the joists. 
These are in sound condition and we now know what options can be 
considered regarding the upgrading of the floor.  

A detailed budget cost has also been given for the replacement of the 
doors and windows in the Large Hall. This has confirmed that we will 
need to prepare tender documents so that competitive quotes can be 
sought. 

We will now make a start on this but there is a moratorium on any 
new work in a Church of Scotland building until the current high level 
review of parishes is concluded. 

Broken door 

Finally, the observant amongst you may have noticed that one of the 
double glazed windows in the garden corridor has shattered. There 
was no sign of a break in and if anyone has seen a bird staggering 
about with a sore head then that might confirm our suspicions. 

Allan Shaw 

 

Duck with 

a sore 

head—

Allan’s 

little joke 
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Cover story 

25th anniversary of ordination 

Our Minister, Joanne, celebrated the 25th anniversary of 

her ordination on August 14. 

On August 15, after worship, the Joint Session Clerks 

(Helen Hannan and Sandy Pratt), on behalf of the 

congregation, presented Joanne with a card and 

explained that the embroidered preaching stole to mark 

the date would follow shortly. 

The illustrations on the front cover and on this page show 

the embroidery work on the stole. 

Flowers in the Church 

I am hoping we will soon be able to return to 

arranging fresh flowers in the sanctuary and 

delivering them after the service to those who 

are ill, bereaved or celebrating some important 

event or date.  In the meantime, we have 

purchased some golden yellow artificial flowers 

for the sanctuary (see photograph).   

I was delighted recently when a member of the 

congregation said that she had to go right up to 

the flowers to check that they were not real!   

The new flowers will be placed in the vestibule 

when things get back to normal.  

Margaret Colquhoun, Flower Convenor  
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Christian Aid update 
 
Thank you to all members of the congregation who 
supported our Christian Aid Week appeal in May.  A 
total of £1,230 was put in the Church plate or sent to me & I have received a 
thank you note for that.  I know others donated digitally directly to Christian 
Aid.   

 
The circumstances made it impossible 
to have our normal fundraising 
Ecumenical Coffee Morning with stalls 
but the financial deficit there was 
made up for by members and friends 
donating £660 to my personal 
challenge walking '300,000 steps in 
May', a challenge which I hugely 
enjoyed and used to explore lesser 
used paths around the neighbourhood.  
Those who subscribe to Facebook have 
seen the record! 
 

Fiona kept supporters of 

her ‘300,000 steps 

challenge’ updated 

through Facebook—

posting photos taken 

around the district, 

while on holiday in the 

West of Scotland and 

even shots from the 

Fitbit she used to record 

her steps. 
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Ways of supporting our sisters and brothers 
around the world through Christian Aid are 
constantly evolving and it is amazing how 
many different, imaginative ventures were 
undertaken this year.  
What shall we do next 
year?!   
 
Fiona Davies 
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Inverleith St Serf’s Guild 
 
We are happy to be able to tell you that Guild will resume fortnightly 
meetings in September and continue throughout the autumn.  Here are the 
dates for your diary: 
 
September 7 and 21 
October 5 and 19 
November 2, 16 and 30 
December 14. 
 
We will gather, as before, at 2pm and there will be 
plenty of time for fellowship and refreshments.  We look forward to 
welcoming back our members and any members of the congregation or 
friends who would like to join us. 
 
Very appropriately, our new three-year strategy is 'Look Forward in Faith'.  
Let us start the new session stronger than ever, recognising the difficult 
times and supporting each other to walk in the light and be a light for 
others. 

 
Fiona Davies 
fionadavies@blueyonder.co.uk 
0131 552 3563 

‘Faith in the Future’ is a project at 

Faculdade Unida de Vitória 

(UNIDA), a higher education 

institution in Brazil, designed to 

empower young women through 

theological education. It is one of 

the Guild’s six projects for  

2021-24. 

mailto:fionadavies@blueyonder.co.uk
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Hall Bookings  

Re-start after lockdown 

When we went into lockdown in March last year, few of us appreciated the 

long term nature of what was unfolding.  We opened up for services in the 

summer of 2020, but from the start of lockdown until the Scottish 

Parliamentary Election in May 2021 there was no other use of the halls.    

In May 2021 the children’s Karate class resumed, and this was followed by 

the Brownies in June.  With the roll out of the vaccines, and the general 

easing of other restrictions, most groups hope that they can resume their in 

person meetings within the next few months. The good news is that most 

groups seem to have survived the pandemic, with only 2 external toddler 

activity groups not expected to resume. 

Entrance door duty 

When groups do resume in September/October, we will again be looking 

for members of the congregation to look after the entrance door during 

external lets.  Please let me (Gordon) know if you are no longer able to 

resume any door duties that you were doing, or more particularly if you are 

able to do a slot – either on a regular or a reserve basis. 

Gordon Hughes 
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The Book Group during lockdown 

At the start of lockdown the book group was evenly split between 

those who wanted to continue reading books as an online Zoom 

based group, and those who felt it was a good time for a rest.  For 

those who decided to continue online, we have now worked our way 

through four books.   If there is a theme about these books, it is 

probably that the authors are all addressing aspects of the future of 

the church and society from different perspectives. All of the books 

have been very much enjoyed and can be recommended to anyone 

wanting to expand their thoughts about Christian living.   We have 

still to decide when to resume in person, but if we can maintain the 

standard of the following books, we can be sure that there will be 

plenty of things to think about and discuss. 

Tom Wright – Simply Jesus 

This book was chosen as we had all enjoyed reading his biography of 

Paul shortly before lockdown.  The author uses the book to explore 

three questions about Jesus: who was he, what did he do and why 

does it matter?   The Jesus we might discover, if we really looked is 

larger, more radical and more urgent than we might ever imagine.   

One of the nice aspects of this book was relating 

the life of Jesus in the context of Old Testament 

history, offering new insights into his story. 

Richard Holloway – Stories We Tell Ourselves 

The subtitle of this book is: Making Meaning in a 

Meaningless Universe. His assertion is that 

throughout history we have told ourselves stories 

to try to make sense of what it all means, and he 
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takes us on a personal, scientific and philosophical journey to explore 

the stories we have told ourselves about where we come from and 

the stories we tell ourselves to get through this muddling experience 

of life. 

Pope Francis – Let us Dream 

The subtitle of this book is The Path to a Better Future, and the Pope 

explains why we must, and how we can, make the world safer, fairer 

and healthier for all people now. Francis offers a brilliant, scathing 

critique of the systems and ideologies that have conspired to produce 

the current crisis, and a Christian response to it.   The book is 

presented in a very readable style with lots of insights to his character 

and thought process. 

Brian McLaren – A New Kind of Christianity 

The author suggests that if we are to get beyond 

the doctrinal stalemates towards the ‘life to the 

full’ that Jesus promised us, we need new 

paradigms for thinking and believing – and he 

invites us on a radical quest for a new kind of 

faith.  Using ten key questions, McLaren boldly 

proposes what a future Christianity could look 

like: radical yet orthodox, outspoken yet 

generous.  This is a wise, compassionate book for all who are looking 

for an authentic loving faith.   If you do a search online (for author 

and book title), you can find a talk by the author about the book, 

given at St Paul’s Cathedral. 

Gordon Hughes 
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Embrace: our charity project 

The work of Embrace the Middle East continues - 
perhaps because of rather than despite all the 
difficulties our world is currently experiencing.  It is 
always heartening to look at the website of Embrace 
and be aware of all that this charity is doing in some of 
the most dangerous and vulnerable places in the world today.  Two links 
that are of particular interest are as follows: 
https://embraceme.org/events-1/embrace-day-2021 

This is an online event on Saturday September 25 from 11am to 
2pm.  Booking is required. 
https://embraceme.org/resources 

This provides access to a range of resources such as the Embrace magazine. 

As a small fundraising gesture, I am planning to cycle 200 miles throughout 
the month of September in aid of Embrace.  I will be setting up a JustGiving 
page and more details of this will be available on the Inverleith St Serf's 
Facebook page.  I would be delighted if anyone would like to join me as part 
of this - even for just a mile or two! 

James Robertson 

 Fresh Start 

Collections for Fresh Start have re-started.  We collect goods 
for Fresh Start on the first Sunday of each month.  

The items the charity needs include dishes and cutlery, 
cleaning supplies, pots and pans, small electrical items, long 
lasting foods and other household needs such as toilet rolls, 
curtains and kitchen utensils.  

A full list can be found on their website - freshstart-
web.org.uk.  

Goods can also be handed in to their warehouse at 22-24 
Ferry Road Drive each weekday except Friday. If you would 
like us to collect from your home, telephone Allen Kerr on 
225 3702. 

https://embraceme.org/events-1/embrace-day-2021
https://embraceme.org/resources
http://freshstartweb.org.uk
http://freshstartweb.org.uk
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Let us pray… 

Dear God, we come to you with our prayers for all of your people, local 

and worldwide. 

We pray for our Minister, Joanne, as she leaves us for new work as a 

Chaplain in Edinburgh hospitals. Give her energy and guidance in her new role where 

she is much needed and will be much welcomed by her patients. 

We ask your prayers and guidance to our Session and Session Clerks in the process of 

selecting a new leader of the people of Inverleith St Serf’s Church, which can be a 

most challenging and difficult time. 

We pray for your being beside all of us as we emerge from what has been a long and 

different time in lockdown with all of the concerns associated with this; reduce our 

anxieties to help us emerge smiling and supporting each other.  We pray for those 

who have lost someone close to them due to Covid as well as those who have died 

of other causes and those living and coping with long term illness and pain of other 

conditions. 

We pray for all children who have returned to school, be with them as they continue 

their education along with their friends and teachers again. 

Pray for those caught in Haiti and all aid agencies involved there. Loving God we ask 

your prayers and guidance to the people of Afghanistan, leaders and citizens as well 

as all who work in the country. There is much worry over the people who cannot 

leave and will remain in a country which is still in such turmoil.  

Loving God, we give thanks for all the friends who have kept in touch by phone and 

visits, also remembering those who cannot leave their house.  We give thanks for 

those who have given so much of their time and energy, without any consideration 

for their own time. 

We give thanks for all families now able to get together and share their lives once 

again.  We give special thanks for being able to get out and enjoy our beautiful 

countryside, wildlife and activities..  Prayers are also needed for those who are 

unable to get out and share in the activities which we enjoy.  Caring God, in a world 

which is so diverse we humbly ask for Your love and for You to watch over us in 

these challenging but exciting times. Amen 
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Early Birds and Pram Service 

As you know, the Early Birds and Pram Service team has been keeping in touch with 

the church’s young families during the pandemic by delivering or posting activity 

bags to their homes at regular intervals.   

Fisher of men 

In June the theme was 

about Jesus as a fisher 

of men.  All the “fishy” 

activities were linked to 

that Bible story. In their 

bags the children 

received a prayer, the 

story and a series of 

craft activities including 

fish puppets.   

The outdoor family 

challenge involved 

flipping fish. Photographs, taken from the family group Facebook page and 

reproduced here with permission, show 

some of the fish-related indoor and 

outdoor projects.  One of the 

photographs shows our church treasurer 

and his grandson demonstrating their 

new fish-flipping skills!   

Noah’s Ark next 

For our next set of bags, which have just 

been posted out to young families, we 

have chosen an Old Testament theme – 

Noah’s Ark.  We are looking forward to 

seeing lots of rainbows. 

The Early Birds and Pram Service team is 

very much hoping that we will all be able 
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to meet up soon and to worship together 

again. 

The Early Birds and Pram Service team 


