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Reflection from the  Interim Moderator 

There is something like two 
billion Christians in the world – 
and that number is increasing 
each day. Some hundreds of 
that great number are here in 
this parish.  
 
What an opportunity it is to 
belong to this great movement 
of people who, through our 
everyday living, reveal the face 
of Christ to our world – the 
world as it appears in the 
homes, shops, parks and pathways of this parish. 
 
Season of Creation 
As we have journeyed through September, we have been in the Season of 
Creation. September 1 was proclaimed as a day of prayer for the 
environment by the Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I of Constantinople in 
1989. The Orthodox Church year starts that day with a commemoration of 
how God created the world. On October  4, many churches commemorate 
Francis of Assisi, well known for his love of the created order. The weeks in 
between have been declared Time for Creation by the World Council of 
Churches. Rowan Williams puts it quite poetically: Christians need to regain 
a sense that our relationship to the earth is about ‘communion not 
consumption’.  
 

This is not a time to sit back and wait for a 
new minister. The work of the Church is the 
work that you and I can do in our everyday 
lives.  
 

And we have a global interconnectedness. Our friends in the Church of 
Bangladesh tell us that rising sea levels there are threatening their coastal 

Rev Ian Alexander at work studying papers 

relating to Jane Haining (see p10) 
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villages – and this is as a result of carbon emissions in the west. The 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ghana (EPCG), to counter the southward 
move of the Sahara Desert, has planted tens of thousands of trees in 
Northern Ghana.  
 
Net Zero by 2030 
As Christians, we are challenged to do something to make our world better. 
Reducing our emissions of carbon here in Scotland not only helps our own 
society, but has an impact around the world.  
 
The General Assembly has asked us to be Net Zero by 2030 – this will be a 
challenge for every congregation. And all across the world. The nations will 
gather in Glasgow in November to try to work out a way for the whole 
world to move in this direction, and we will all be able to offer prayerful 
support and perhaps do something practical to mark the occasion. New 
College is hoping to hang a huge banner from its towers as a visible witness.  
 
Challenging time for the Kirk 
 
We are living at a challenging time for the Church of Scotland. It is, though, 
also a time when we can make an impact in our own communities. I am 
writing just as the lectionary reading is James 1. “We must be doers of the 
Word, and not hearers only”.  
 
As I have read over some of your past editions of The Outlook I see your 
deep engagement with the community and the world. This is not a time to 
sit back and wait for a new minister.  
 
The work of the Church is the work that you and I can do in our everyday 
lives. Each one of the two billion plus Christians in the world has a chance 
to make our world a better place for all. Let’s be ready to do what is 
needed. 
 
Rev Ian Alexander (Interim Moderator) 
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Worship in October  

Sunday worship is at 10.30am.  All are welcome.  There is no need to 

book a place.  However, please bring a mask as we must still wear 

masks on the premises. 

October 3 - Rev Angus Mathieson 

October 10 - Rev Dr Hazel Hastie (Deputy Presbytery Clerk) 

October 17 - Mark Evans DCS 

October 24 - Rev Dr Martin Scott 

October 31 - Rev Matthew Bicket (Quarterly Communion) 

 

Arrangements on death of a member 

At the moment we do not have a locum minister.  If a member dies, 

please contact Dorothy Millar, who will know what arrangements are 

in place at any given time. 
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Joanne’s last service 

Joanne conducted her last service as our minister on Sunday, 

September 12. 

About 90 people attended worship—including many who had not 

previously felt able to attend. 

Love and respect 

At the end of worship Helen Hannan, Joint Session Clerk,  handed 

over a card signed by the congregation and a cheque for £1,875. Our 

treasurer, Hugh McMichael, writes, ‘This large amount raised, as a 

parting gift, reflects the congregation’s love and respect for Joanne ‘. 

It was a joyful and an emotional service.  Joanne took as her theme—

’Laughter & Joy; Hope and Love’.  She spoke about her journey with 

us—through the new build, through adventures in worship, through 

her own illness and her wedding. 

Moses 

looking at 

the 

journey 

ahead. 

The 

illustration 

Joanne 

used in her 

reflection 
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She explained that 

she felt a little like 

Moses who took the 

Israelites out of 

Egypt—but then had 

to accept that he 

would not see them to the Promised Land.  Instead God showed him 

what their journey ahead would be like. 

She closed by exhorting us to keep doing what we do, keep being risk 

takers and open to change and adventure. 

There was a video of her memories—including as many people from 

the congregation as possible. 

Presentation 

Due to COVID restrictions it was not possible to hold a social event to 

bid Joanne farewell. 

But, in her presentation speech, Helen Hannan spoke movingly and 

amusingly of Joanne’s ministry with us since June 2012 —the links to 

the community, the pastoral work with families, the spiritual journeys 

of the pilgrimages.  She touched on the variety of worship introduced 

by Joanne —different communion styles, Pram Service, Early Birds 

and some memorable nativity plays. 

Along with the cheque were two curly wurlies—her favourite sweet! 

We wish her every joy in her new calling as Hospital Chaplain at 

Edinburgh Royal Infirmary. 

Recording. The service was recorded and will be available on CD to 

those who request it from the Editor. 
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Joanne’s thank you 

Dear friends, 

Just a wee card to thank you all most sincerely for the good wishes, cards 
and very generous gift. I am quite overwhelmed by your kindness. I also 
want to take this opportunity to thank you for the beautiful preaching 
scarf that you gifted me to mark my 25th anniversary of ordination. I will 
think of you with great fondness when I wear it to conduct weddings, 
baptisms, blessings and funerals.  

It has been such a privilege and joy to have been your minister and I will 
always be thankful to God for the ministry that I have been blessed to 
share in with  you. As I said to the Presbytery Clerk - ‘ It has been such a 
blessing, honour and joy to have been your Minister.’  

I will carry you fondly in my heart.  

Yours affectionately, 

Rev Joanne 

 

The front of Joanne’s 

card to the 

congregation is 

reproduced here 
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James’s cycle ride for Embrace 
As I write this it is exactly the halfway point of the month of September - 
and I have so far cycled 100 of the 200 miles that I plan to do throughout 
this month.  

I would like to thank all of you who have supported me so generously in this 
venture; 86% of the intended total has already been raised.  The cycling is 
going well and the weather has been very favourable.  I seem to be eating a 
lot of cake!  You can find full details at my JustGiving page below: https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/James-Robertson35. 

When I look at the work that Embrace is doing it is great to know how the 
donations you have been giving are being used.  Mark Calder (Regional 
Manager for Scotland and North England) is very supportive of us and we 
look forward to welcoming him to our congregation in November.  You can 
check updates on all that they do at:https://embraceme.org/. 

Thank you so much once again. 

James Robertson 

Photo from James’s Just Giving page 

https://embraceme.org/
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Upbringing and education 

Ian grew up in Braehead – just south of Wigtown in Galloway.  He 
studied social science at Glasgow Caledonian, then Divinity at 
Edinburgh, with a semester at the University of Tübingen. After his 
assistantship at Palmerston Place, he did a Master’s year at Union 
Theological Seminary in New York City. He is presently in a 
professional doctorate course with Edinburgh University and 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. 

As head of the Faith 
Impact Forum he 
saved the day for the 
Very Rev Dr Susan 
Brown, fashioning a 
clerical collar from a 
sandwich box, before 
she presented her 
report to Assembly 
2021 – a man of 
many talents. 

Getting to know our Interim Moderator 
better 
As reported last month the Presbytery has appointed the Rev Ian Al-
exander as our Interim Moderator.  His role is to steer us through the 
vacancy, moderate Kirk Sessions and act as a channel of communica-
tion between us and Presbytery and vice versa. 

He is based at 121 George Street, the Kirk’s HQ ,where his present 
role is in the area of Global Justice, building on the legacy of interna-
tional mission and relationships, and partnering churches in other 
parts of the world seeking to share resources of people, time, talents 
and money - in both directions - and standing in solidarity on issues of 
social justice. 
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Jane Haining 

Ian was heavily involved in efforts to highlight the work of Jane 
Haining, a Dunscore woman, who went to Budapest on behalf of one 
of the Faith Impact Forum’s predecessor bodies before World War II.  
When her Jewish pupils were rounded up by the Nazis in 1944, she 
went with them, dying in Auschwitz.  

 

International service 

Before his involvement in the Kirk’s mission work,  Ian served with 
many churches and church groups throughout the world including 
work:  

 at the United Nations in New York;  

 with the Waldensian Church in Italy on their Chaplaincy group 
to the Winter Olympics in 2006;  

 with the World Council of Churches as Coordinator of the 
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel 
(having volunteered as an Ecumenical Accompanier);  

 with the Sabeel Theology Centre in Jerusalem as a mission 
worker sent by the Church of Scotland and the United Church of 
Christ/Disciples of Christ USA. 

 

Family life 

He is married to Julia and has two boys, Hamish (8) and Max (5). They 
live in Fairmilehead and worship with Fairmilehead Parish Church. 

We look forward to meeting Ian in person in due course. 
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Book Group resumes in-person meetings  

The Book Group plans to start reading and discussing a new book, 
and also resume in-person meetings from Friday October 1, 2021 
starting at 10:30am in the Session Room, and thereafter weekly 
(unless it clashes with a Coffee House day).    
 

We will be reading the book by Marcus Borg called Reading the Bible 
Again For the First Time: Taking the Bible Seriously But Not Literally. 
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The book has the following description: 
 
‘One of the vital challenges facing thoughtful people today is how to 
read the Bible faithfully without abandoning our sense of truth and 
history. Reading the Bible Again for the First Time provides a much-
needed solution to the problem of how to have a fully authentic yet 
contemporary understanding of the scriptures.  
 

Marcus Borg reveals how it is possible to reconcile 
the Bible with both a scientific and critical way of 
thinking and our deepest spiritual needs 

 
‘Many mistakenly believe there are no choices other than 
fundamentalism or simply rejecting the Bible as something that can 
bring meaning to our lives. Answering this modern dilemma, 
acclaimed author, Marcus Borg, reveals how it is possible to 
reconcile the Bible with both a scientific and critical way of thinking 
and our deepest spiritual needs, leading to a contemporary yet 
grounded experience of the sacred texts.‘ 
 
Meeting format 
The meetings start with refreshments and a social catch up, before 
reading and then discussing our way through the next section of the 
book.   The meetings have a strict deadline to finish at noon. 
 
If you want to know more, please speak to Gordon Hughes.   The 
book can be ordered on Amazon or other online book retailing 
websites. 
 
Gordon Hughes 
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Guild 

'Look Forward in Faith' - theme 2021-24  
 
We had our first meeting for 18 months and were delighted that 18 folk 
turned up ready to enjoy an afternoon of fun, fellowship and refreshments, 
catching up with friends and hearing news of the Guild locally and 
nationally.  
 
We are fortunate indeed to have such a bright, airy hall which allows plenty 
of space for social distancing and easy tea service.  We will continue to meet 
fortnightly throughout the autumn and are happy to welcome new 
members at any time. 
 
Here are some dates for your diary: 
 
October 5       Changes at the Botanics with Heather McHaffie 
 
October 19     'Well Hello Dollar' – an illustrated talk on the Sha Raku En 

Japanese Garden at Cowden with Gordon Hughes 
 
November 2    Travels with my Pillow with Matthew Bicket 
 
November 16   A Photographic Medley – Images with Music  with Graeme 

Gainey 
 
November 30   St Andrew's Day Celebration 
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We gather for a 2pm start.  For the time being, we would ask you to arrive 
wearing a mask and not to remove it until you are seated.   
 
The seating arrangements are in a large U shape so everyone can see each 
other and the screen and tea can be served from the centre.  Tea (and 
coffee, if preferred) will be served at the start of the meeting. 
 
Fiona Davies 
 

The Japanese Garden at Cowden 

Photo courtesy of Visit Scotland 
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Nostalgia Café back 

Pastoral Care has continued throughout the year, with regular phone 
calls and where possible, virtual chats.  

Keeping Pastoral Team informed 

Now, that we are in a period of flux and uncertainty, it is vital that 
our work continues smoothly. In order to support the congregation of 
Inverleith St Serf’ 

 

s, I therefore ask for your help with this. Please make sure you inform 
me of any Pastoral concerns, so that our team can help in any way 
they can.   

We are pleased to let you know that the Nostalgia Café will meet on 
Thursday, September 30 from 2 – 3pm. Please note the earlier start 
and finish times and entry is as usual by Clark Road. We look forward 
to welcoming you back. 

Dorothy Millar 

Pastoral Convenor   
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Toddler  

On September 15 the  doors of Inverleith St Serf’s Church reopened to our 
Toddler group.   It was wonderful to see the children playing and interacting 
with each other again and the parents enjoying each other’s company.  

With Allan Shaw and Helen Hannan at the helm we produced a risk 
assessment. The positive feedback we received on how secure people felt 
was reassuring. 

We could no longer offer a selection of home baking but we were so 
grateful to Helen for making 
one of her many trips to Costco 
so that we could offer a 
selection of individually packed 
biscuits. I for one was grateful I 
did not have to subject the 
parents to my baking. Nothing 
can compare to the amazing 
cakes produced by Sandra 
Brady, Shona Smith and Fiona 
Hughes.  

We had in total 11 parents and 
11 children for our first session. 
We are hoping with advertising 
and word of mouth between parents our numbers will rise again.  

This group would not function without the warm caring and goodwill of the 
volunteers. A huge thank you from us all to those who have stepped down 
this year, after many years of service. Also a huge thanks to those who have 
continued and to those who have joined us on a temporary basis.  

We would be so grateful if anyone feels they would like to come along and 
help us. We have spaces!! If you feel you can join us please contact - 

Anne Tracy           

Brenda Waddell    

Brenda Waddell 
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Let us pray… 

We pray for the people of Afghanistan as the country’s government settles 
out of the turmoil of the last weeks.  We ask that You be a comforting 
presence for Afghanis living in fear of what the future holds for them. 
 
We give thanks for the gift of vaccines and pray that they are made available 
to all throughout the world – rich and poor. 
 
We watch in dismay as the number of COVID cases rises.  We listen in dismay 
as we hear of disruption to children’s education. We recognise that this adds 
to the stress for teachers and parents alike.  We watch in dismay as we 
recognise the strain on front-line NHS workers who are struggling to care for 
the sick as the numbers of staff available to help drop and the waiting lists 
bulge.  We pray that pupils and students, parents and teachers and front line 
medical staff experience You as a comforting presence in their pressured 
lives.    
 
Our own church life is also undergoing change.  We have bade our beloved 
minister, Joanne, farewell and ask that You walk with her in the corridors and 
wards of the hospitals she visits. 
 
We trust that you will walk with us in our new situation.  We have faith that 
you will lead us forward.  We ask you to give us strength to keep that faith, 
to walk the path ahead and to sustain our people and our community. 
 
The sick and distressed are still among us.  Our Pastoral Team provides such 
wonderful support to those who may find it difficult 
to get out and about.  We ask that they be supported 
in their ministry. 
 
Finally we ask for your mercy, grace and loving hand 
to be ever-present for those who are ill or are worried 
about a sick loved one. 
 
In Jesus Name we ask this. 
Amen 
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Early Birds and Pram Service 

 

As you know, the Early Birds and Pram Service team has 

been keeping in touch with the church’s young families 

during the pandemic by delivering or posting activity 

bags to their homes at regular intervals.   

 

In August we chose an Old Testament theme – Noah’s Ark.  In their 

activity bags the children received a prayer, the story and a series of 

craft activities. Photographs, taken from the family group Facebook 

page and reproduced here with permission, show some rainbows that 

the children have made with beads or pompoms.  One little person 

even dressed up as a rainbow for the occasion!   

Callum and 

Logan 
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The outdoor family challenge involved going for a walk and finding 

items for every colour of the rainbow.  

We are hoping that this may be our last set of activity bags and that 

Early Birds and Pram Service may be able to meet up soon and 

worship together again.   

Recently updated Church of Scotland COVID guidance make this more 

feasible. We will keep you informed. 

The Pram Service and Early Birds Team 

Hollie 


