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Reflection from the Editor
When I was a working Mum with school-age children, November was the
only month in the year when there were no school holidays – so they
usually went down with a bug!
November is a grey month. The glories of Autumn are pretty well over. But
the sense of anticipation and excitement that comes with Advent and
Christmas has not quite arrived. It is a time of shorter days, mists and is
often a bit dreich.
But, for our American
cousins, November sees
one of the biggest
holidays of the year –
Thanksgiving.

Dressed as a Pilgrim, a little girl enjoys her
mashed potato

Thanksgiving in the US is
a time to gather with
family and friends, to
share a traditional meal
and to express gratitude
for the good things in life.
But it can also be a time
of service to others in the
community.

1621 harvest in New England
A three-day harvest celebration held in 1621 in Plymouth Colony is
considered to be the first American Thanksgiving. The Pilgrims hadn’t
brought enough food with them in 1620, and it was too late to plant crops.
Half the colony died during that winter. In the spring, local Wampanoag
Indians taught the colonists how to grow maize and other crops, helped
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them master hunting and fishing and showed them how to cook
cranberries, corn and squash. The colonists had bountiful crops in the
Autumn of 1621. They invited their Wampanoag benefactors to feast and
celebrate with them.
But the 1621 harvest celebration was followed by a long period of injustice
and conflict between Native Americans and Europeans, souring the
memory of that early reaching out.
Today
Many Thanksgiving traditions come from that 1621 harvest celebration:
roast turkey, cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes and pumpkin pie. But as the
US population becomes more diverse, so does the Thanksgiving meal.
Nowadays, sitting next to the turkey might be a dish of tamales, tabbouleh,
couscous or sauerkraut.

Today many people prepare Thanksgiving meals and serve them to the
needy. Others donate to food drives, work at food warehouses or deliver
groceries to soup kitchens, churches and other charitable groups
Celebration, charity and respect
So, Thanksgiving – a byword for celebration and family time; a uniting
festival enjoyed by the many disparate cultures of the patchwork US – and
yet also a reminder that

not everyone in the community can be sure of having a warm bed
and a turkey dinner; and

not everyone in the community feels respected and valued.
An important message for us, too, across the ‘pond’ that we are all God’s
children and deserve to be treated with respect and valued for ourselves.
Lorna Pratt
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Worship in November
Sunday worship in the sanctuary is at 10.30am (except November 14).
All are welcome. There is no need to book a place. However, please
bring a mask as we must still wear masks on the premises.
November 7 10.30 Mark Calder from our charity Embrace the Middle
East—retiring collection
November 14 10.45 Rev Matthew Bicket (Remembrance Sunday)
November 21 10.30 Mark Evans DCS
November 28 10.30 Rev Matthew Bicket (Toy collection see p10)

Pram service — November 1, 10.30am

Early Birds — November 21, 9.30am

Pastoral arrangements
At the moment we do not have a locum minister.
If there is a pastoral need, eg, illness, please contact Dorothy Millar.
If a member dies, please also contact Dorothy, who will know what
arrangements are in place at any given time.
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Church Family
Death
‘There is nothing in death or life, in the world as it is, or the world as it
shall be, nothing in all creation that can separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus, our Lord’
Dr Bruce Donaldson

Donation
The congregation has received a generous donation from the family
of John and Marjory McColl, in their memory.
The donation will meantime be held in the congregation’s reserves.

National Giving Day
The National Giving Day
fundraiser, which took
place on September 26,
raised over £5,000 for our
congregation.
The Treasurer, Session
Clerks and elders would like to thank everyone who contributed.
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Retiring collection
October 31 and November 7
For Embrace the Middle East

Embrace the Middle East

James’s fund-raising cycle ride
I am happy to say that the 200-mile cycle challenge for Embrace the
Middle East has now been completed. The weather was very kind
and I was fortunate enough to avoid punctures or any other cycling
mishaps!
I had set myself a target of raising £300. By the end of September I
had cycled 216 miles and raised £515 plus £86.25 in Gift Aid
donations. It was a thoroughly enjoyable experience and it is
wonderful to know that the funds are going to such a great
organisation as Embrace the Middle East.
I would just like to say a huge "thank you" to everyone who donated
and supported me throughout this venture.
As a congregation we can all look forward to Mark Calder from
Embrace the Middle East leading our worship on November 7.
James Robertson
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Early Birds
As you know, the Early Birds and Pram Service team has been keeping in
touch with the church’s young families during the pandemic by post and
online.
On October 3, however, we held our first face-to face service with the
families in the small hall at 9.30 am. Eleven families (21 individuals)
attended and Helen Hannan, Session Clerk, introduced the service.
Within the risk assessment guidance, we managed to have a short service,
led by Kirsten Mutch, on caring for the planet/harvest, craft activities on
that theme and snacks at the end. As you will see from the photographs
(reproduced with the permission of the relevant parents) the children
worked in age-group or family “bubbles”.
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It felt like a really special occasion. The Early Birds and Pram Service team
was excited to see that after 18 months, babies have become toddlers,
toddlers have grown into pre-schoolers, and primary school children are
now maturing young people. Some of the smallest children who came to the
service were born during lockdown and we were meeting them for the first
time. It was good to see children’s scooters parked again at the Clark Road
entrance and buggies in the small
hall!

We took the opportunity to seek
the families’ views on how Early
Birds and Pram Service should

develop. In the light of their views, it
has been agreed that the Early Birds
will meet at 9.30 am in the small hall
on the third Sunday of the month
(avoiding school holidays). The Early
Birds will join the main congregation for a number of services during the
year. A detailed list of dates
will follow.
The next Early Birds service
will be on Sunday,
November 21 at 9.30am in
the small hall. This is an
alternative family service to
which all are welcome.
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Christmas Toy Collection—
November 24 & 28
Each year, Christmas gifts for children and teenagers are donated to
local families through Circle, a charity based in Pilton. If you wish to
support this work, and you are able to do so safely during the
pandemic, please wrap the gift and attach a gift tag indicating
whether your gift is for a boy or a girl, and the relevant age.
Please bring your gift to the entrance of the Church Centre (Clark
Road) on Wednesday November 24 between 5.30 and 7.00pm or on
Sunday November 28, between 10.00 and 10.30am (ie, before the
service). Members of the Early Birds/Pram Service team will be there
to welcome you.

As you may know, our team has worked with Circle for many years to
ensure that children and teenagers get a gift at Christmas. Circle
(https://circle.scot/) supports local families who face exclusion due to
social injustice, poverty and health inequalities.
Early Birds and Pram Service Team
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Vacancy update: watchword - patience
Over the last few weeks we have enjoyed the preaching of a number of
guests. Our joint Session Clerk, Helen Hannan, has done sterling work to
line up interesting and challenging preachers for us. Helen said, ‘ We have
had some very good congregations for our guest preachers. We hope to
continue to see good numbers of members supporting the preachers
planned for the next months.’
The process
Unfortunately we cannot begin to consult with the Presbytery about our
future until the new Presbytery Plan is published. This is unlikely to be until
later this month or December – possibly even into next year.
Once we know on what basis we can call, the vacancy process will swing
into action.


The Kirk Session will decide whether we would be willing to have a
minister in a civil partnership or same sex marriage.



The Presbytery Advisory Committee will nominate an experienced
person to advise – our joint Session Clerk, Helen Hannan, has filled
this role for a number of churches.
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A Nominations Committee will be appointed..



The condition of the Manse will be considered – our Manse is
currently let out and is well maintained.



A parish profile will be written – some work might begin on this as we
still hold the one used ten years ago as a starting point.



The electoral register of the congregation will be reviewed. Our
Rollkeeper, Peter Hannan, manages the roll efficiently so this will not
be a big job.

So, at the moment, there is very little we can do to progress matters. We
just need to sit tight and continue to do everything we can for our
congregation and community.

Pastoral News
We were delighted to welcome back so many
to our first Nostalgia Café since February last
year. The new times of 2 – 3pm for the
moment, flew by so quickly. However, all our
members enjoyed tea, cake and a chat, before
watching Eion Johnston’s wonderful slide
presentation - a virtual ‘Cruise of Scotland’.
A reminder to all that the Café meets on the last Thursday of each month
and everyone is welcome.
Dorothy Millar Pastoral Convenor

Pram Service re-starts
November 1 at 10.30am
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Safeguarding
Susan Brown took over as Safeguarding co-ordinator on September 1 and
has not let the grass grow under her feet. She spoke at the Church service
on October 10 to bring us all up to speed.
Her initial training done, Susan is working her way through The Church of
Scotland guidance.
She has identified quite a few recent changes in the policies and procedures
around safeguarding in the Kirk. Our next audit is due in March 2022 which
gives us some time to address any updates required. However, Susan notes,
‘ the six months will probably go quite fast’.
Her initial plan is:




to review the current safeguarding register to bring it up to date.
to contact Church ‘managed’ activities to ensure appropriate
safeguarding risk assessments are in place.
to make sure training for volunteers is up to date.

If anyone would like to find out more about safeguarding advice from the
Church of Scotland in general please look at
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/
about-us/safeguarding-service.

Susan Brown, our new
safeguarding
co-ordinator
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Guest Reflections
I am planning a series of guest editorials for page 3 of The Outlook
since we currently don’t have a minister to write a monthly message
to the congregation.

Last month we welcomed our Interim Moderator, Rev Ian Alexander,
to the spot. This month my own Reflection features. I felt I couldn’t
very well go asking folk to do an editorial if I hadn’t done one myself!

I have another three guest editors lined up for the December,
February and March issues.
I know we will miss Joanne’s message – but we are lucky to have
quite a few folk who will, I hope, step up to the challenge with their
own voices.
Lorna Pratt
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Christmas Tree of Remembrance
Following the success of the Christmas
Tree of Remembrance last December,
we intend to repeat this.
A tree will be placed outside the church
near the font area in December and will
remain for the Christmas period.
Individuals will have the opportunity to
write their message in memory of their
loved one on a wooden heart and then
hang the heart on the tree at their own chosen time.
Further details of times for collecting the heart and placing it on the tree will
follow in the December Outlook.
Dorothy Millar

December 19

Christmas Carol Service—choose your
carols
A Christmas carol service is planned for
December 19. It will include well loved carols
chosen by the congregation and traditional
bible readings for the season.
I need your help.
Please send me the name of your favourite
carol by Sunday, November 21. I will then
pick the ones to include in the service.
Lorna Pratt
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Christmas worship
The Session Clerks and Kirk Session have made the
following arrangements for Christmas worship:
December 19—Carol Service 10.30am—see p15 to
choose your favourite carols
December 24—Family Service at 6pm conducted by
our interim moderator, Rev Ian Alexander
December 25—no service. However, we would be made most welcome at
other local churches.
December 26—joint service at Wardie Parish Church—10.30am

Church Centre up and running
It is a joy to have the Church Centre open again. Toddlers, Book Group, the
Guild and Nostalgia Café all started in September.
Early Birds had their first face to face meeting in October—see p8. Pram
service re-starts on November 1.
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers - some of whom met throughout
the lockdowns - are all back. In addition many of our pre-lockdown hall
users have returned now that our halls are available. Zumba, St Serf’s
Players, The Community Council, University of the Third Age (Country
Dance), Karate, Tai Chi, New Edinburgh Orchestra, Exercise for Health and
Trinity Dancers have all re-started.

Who’s who at Inverleith St Serf’s
This useful document has been updated and will be issued as an additional
electronic attachment for those who receive a digital copy of The Outlook.
Those who get a paper magazine will get an insert to their copy.
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Guild

'Look Forward in Faith'
We have had a very successful start to the new session,
each week welcoming a few extra into our fellowship.
The Guild is open to all members of the congregation
and their friends. If you would like to join us, you will be
made most welcome. We have three meetings arranged in November:
November 2
November 16
November 30

Travels with my Pillow with Matthew Bicket
A Photographic Medley – Images with Music
with Graeme Gainey
St Andrew's Day Celebration

We gather for a 2pm start. For the time being, we still need to ask you to
arrive wearing a mask and not to remove it until you are seated. Tea (&
coffee, if preferred) and individually wrapped biscuits/cake bars are
served on arrival. Seating is arranged to allow easy access, with plenty of
space and for everyone to have a good view of the screen.
Fiona Davies

While we are still using artificial flowers for the
most part, for Harvest Thanksgiving this
beautiful arrangement graced the sanctuary.
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Let us pray…
Thank you, God, for the richness and diversity of all you have created.
We thank you for the abundance of what Earth has to offer all humankind –
air to breathe, light, water, energy, food, shelter, precious metals and
minerals, and so much more...
For the beauty and the complexity of the eco-system which sustains our lives
as well as every other living thing.
We ask your forgiveness that we have not always used the Earth’s resources
well, and have often exploited them for our own gain.
We ask your forgiveness that our choices and actions have impoverished
other lives.
Renew our awareness of our global connections with people, and with all of
your creation.
Renew our awareness that each life is important and that we are all equal in
your sight.
We pray especially for those visiting Scotland for COP 26 open our ears to hear their stories
open our eyes to see their ways of life
open our hands to give and to receive
hospitality.

Inspire us with a sense of urgency to work
together on reducing the harm to our climate
and to preserving life on Earth for future
generations.
In the name of the One who came to show us the way of love, Our Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen
Prayer by Elizabeth South, Trustee, Eco-congregation Scotland.
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