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wŜƅŜŎǝƻƴ  

Light has no shadow 

ΨGod is light, in Him there is no darkness at allΩΦ 

As we approach the season of Advent, which means ΨwaitingΩΣ waiting 

for a magnificent eventΧ 

I have been reflecting on the approach to the Christmas season, the 

Holy family fleeing to Egypt from Palestine, their uncertainty of the 

times ahead, their safety and their housing.  How familiar are these 

concerns today?  

Safety, the way to go, who and what to trust? 

Refugees in their own country.  First century Palestine was, of course, 

a very different time and we cannot compare. Did the locals realise 

the impact of what was about to occur?  

I think of my childhood excitement, the waiting and more waiting, for 

Christmas, the anticipation, the impatience mixed with the 

excitement of Christmas Eve. 

I remember sitting in the dark of my brothersΩ bedroom (it had a 

bigger window) I was searching and straining to see if Santa was 

&ÌÉÇÈÔ ÉÎÔÏ 

%ÇÙÐÔ 
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flying across the night sky! 

Waiting and watching, so excited. 

Fast forward to current times, we already know the story of JesusΩ 

birth. However, can we imagine if we were present in the cave with 

the animals and crib, seeing the wonder of the Christ child and his 

parents.  

The everlasting wisdom of God emerging, little by little, to be 

understood bit by bit and to be heard, eventually, in a world which 

cared very little for another infant. 

O that we were there, O that we were thereΧΧΦΦ 

Is that the world in which we now live?  

The recent Climate conference in Glasgow may have gone some way 

to caring for our planet and its people, and now it really is up to us. 

No excuse for wasting food, energy or goods no longer needed - let 

alone wanted! 

If nothing else, we are now being taught by our young folk with 

regards to caring for our planet and the natural habitats worldwide. 

However, perhaps we still have a duty to teach, by word of mouth 

and otherwise, the glory of God and His son Jesus.  Now that is a 

good read and story to pass on to all. 

Anne Fallow 

 

ΨΧÓÔ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ 

ÒÅÆÕÇÅÅÓ 
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Worship in  December & January 

Sunday worship is at 10.30am.  All are welcome.  Please bring a 

mask as we must still wear masks on the premises. 

December 5 James Robertson.  Fresh Start collection 

December 12  Rev Dr George Whyte 

December 19 Carol Service. Christmas Jumpers. 

December 24 6pm—Family Service Rev Ian Alexander 

December 26  10.30am at Wardie—joint service 

January 2  Rev Matthew Bicket Fresh Start collection 

January 9  Ross Wilkinson 

January16 Rev Matthew Bicket 

January 23 Rev Dr Martin Scott 

January 30 Rev Matthew Bicket (Communion) 

tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ  

At the moment we do not have a locum minister.   

If there is a pastoral need, eg, illness, please contact Dorothy Millar. 

If a member dies, please also contact Dorothy, who will know what 

arrangements are in place at any given time. 

Toy collection reminder 

Sunday, November 28 млΦлл—млΦол 
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Christmas Tree of Remembrance 
Further to the article in NovemberΩs Outlook, the tree will be placed 
outside the church near the font area during the week of December 
13 and will remain for the Christmas period.  

Individuals will have the opportunity to write their message in 
memory of their loved one on a wooden heart and then hang the 
heart on the tree at their own chosen time. 

There will be an opportunity to collect your heart in the Church 
Centre on the first three Sundays in Advent – November 28, and 
December 5 and 12.  

A further opportunity to collect a heart will be on Friday December 3 
from outside the Church Centre between 2.00pm and 3.00pm. 

From all the Pastoral Care Team, we wish you every joy and blessing this 
Christmas. 

Dorothy Millar 

Pastoral Care Convenor 
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Christmas worship 

The Session Clerks and Kirk Session have made the following 

arrangements for Christmas worship: 

December мф—Carol Service 10.30am.  Christmas Jumper 

Sunday & coffee after the service 

December нп—Family Service at 6pm conducted by our 

interim moderator, Rev Ian Alexander 

December нр—no service. However, we would be made 

most welcome at other local churches. 

December нс—joint service at Wardie Parish Church—

10.30am 
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Church Family 

Death 

ΨThere is nothing in death or life, in the world as it is, or the world as it shall 

be, nothing in all creation that can separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus, our LordΩ 

Mrs Mary Hutchison  

Our thoughts and prayers are with her family and friends. 

News in Brief 

New Finance Convenor 

Charlie Sharp has agreed to take on the role of Finance Convenor 

when Hugh McMichael steps down as Treasurer at the end of this 

month.  The role of Finance Convenor is a new one, which involves 

strategic planning for our finances.  Tasks such as payment of bills, 

maintaining the books and  preparing accounts will be outsourced. 

Property Committee—new members 

Natasha Berry and Susan Scott were welcomed as new members of 

the Property Committee by Allan Shaw (Convenor) last month.   

Christmas Jumper Sunday—December 19 

This is the Sunday we invite members to come in their 

Christmas jumpers and make a contribution to our 

charity of the year, Embrace the Middle East. 
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Early Birds 

Early Birds is an informal service suitable for all ages and especially 

for families.  

Having sought the views of the families who 

attended before the pandemic, the team has 

decided that Early Birds will meet on the third 

Sunday of each month (not during school holidays) in 

the Small Hall at 9.30 am.  

Family service December 24 

In December, instead of an Early Birds service, the 

families are invited to join the main congregation at 

the Family Christmas Eve Service. This will be in the 

Church on Friday December 24 at 6 pm and will be 

led by the Interim Moderator, Rev Ian Alexander.  

January 22 

The first Early Birds service of 2022 will be on Sunday, January 16 in 

the Small Hall at 9.30 am. All are welcome! 

Retiring offerings 

During October/November we had retiring offerings on 

three Sundays. 

October 31 and November 7, for Embrace the Middle 

East, our charity partner,  raised £704.20 

November 14, for Poppy Scotland, raised £387.90 

Many thanks to all who contributed. 
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Coffee after the service—help needed in 2022 

On December 19 we are going to provide coffee and tea after the 

church service in the Large Hall.  When you go through to the Hall, 

please take a seat and coffee/tea will be brought to you. 

If, after this trial, we feel that it can be  done  safely, then we will re-

instate it regularly.  

December 19  

However, we do have a problem. Since the break for Covid we have 

lost four out of the eight team leaders. This is through change of 

circumstances, illness and retirements.  

If we are going to be able to run the Sunday refreshments, then we 

really, really need more people willing to take charge of a team. If 

you feel that you can help, or want more information, please 

contact me and I will let you know what is involved. 

Many thanks in anticipation 

Margaret McMichael 
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Flowers in church 

I hope that at some point in the New Year we will be able to 

return to having fresh flowers each Sunday.  

Before the pandemic, members of the church gave flowers as a 

way of remembering a special person or marking an event.  After 

the service, the flowers were delivered to those who were ill or 

bereaved, or to those who were celebrating a special event.   

As a first step, I will shortly be contacting all those who helped 

with arranging or delivering flowers before COVID, to see who 

would like to continue with this in the future.  I would also be 

delighted to hear from anyone who would like to be part of the 

flower team once things get back to normal. 

The flowers in the church for Remembrance Sunday (ōŜƭƻǿ) were 

given by Brenda Waddell.   

aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ /ƻƭǉǳƘƻǳƴΣ CƭƻǿŜǊ /ƻƴǾŜƴƻǊ  
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Embrace speaker on November 7 
hƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ т ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
aŀǊƪ /ŀƭŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƭŜŘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ   

Mark was speaking in his role as Regional Manager for 

Scotland and North England of Embrace the Middle 
East; our chosen charity.   

This was a poignant service for Mark (as it was for all 
who were there) as he was about to leave Embrace 
and take on a new role at World Vision UK.   

Run with patience 

The service was very moving and we shall never 
forget his singing of the Lord's Prayer in Syriac 
Aramaic (the language spoken by Jesus).   

One of the underlying themes of this service was to 
Ψrun with patienceΩ which encourages us to move 
forward swiftly, yet mindfully, in all that we do.   

A retiring collection in aid of Embrace was held after 
this service as well as the service the week before.  A 
wonderful total of £704.20 was raised.   

Kinship solidarity 

In his letter of thanks to us, Mark included the 
following words:  "This kind of support is much more 
than charity: it is an expression of kinship solidarity 
with our brothers and sisters across the region, and 
an expression of confidence that God will bring the 
mustard seeds of their work to fruition".   

We wish Mark well in his future endeavours.   

James Robertson 
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'Look Forward in Faith' 
 
The Guild has enjoyed three very well attended 
meetings throughout November.   
 
And on Monday 15 November we hosted the 
Edinburgh Guild Together Conference in the Church, welcoming 
members of 12 other Guilds to our lovely sanctuary.   
 
We enjoyed very interesting presentations from the National Guild 
Convener, Margaret Muir, who talked about her journey in faith with 
the Guild and from the Rev Ian Alexander (our Interim Moderator) 
who enlightened us on the work of the Church of Scotland Faith 
Impact Forum.   

 
Dates for your diary: 
 
December 14 A Musical Christmas led by aŀǧƘŜǿ .ƛŎƪŜǘ 
January 11  '40 years at the Chalkface' IŜƭŜƴ Iŀƴƴŀƴ 
January 25   'It's coming yet for a' that...' 
   DǊŜŜƪ {ŜŎǊŜǘǎ wŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ōȅ Lŀƴ aŎIŀŶŜ  
  

We gather for a 2pm start.  We must ask you to arrive wearing a 
mask and not to remove it until you are seated and enjoying 
refreshments. 

-ÁÒÇÁÒÅÔ -ÕÉÒ 'ÕÉÌÄ #ÏÎÖÅÎÏÒ )ÁÎ !ÌÅØÁÎÄÅÒ &ÁÉÔÈ )ÍÐÁÃÔ 
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Wishing all our members and the wider congregation a very Happy 
Christmas. 
 
Fiona Davies 
fionadavies@blueyonder.co.uk 

Guides join fundraising for Elsie Inglis statue 
{ǳǎŀƴ .ǊƻǿƴΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ 

DƛǊƭƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘΣ ƛǎ ǎǇŜŀǊƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ōȅ DƛǊƭƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŜǊŜŎǘ ŀ ǎǘŀǘǳŜ ǘƻ 5Ǌ 9ƭǎƛŜ LƴƎƭƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘΦ   

 

At the end of October Susan addressed a meeting of Edinburgh 

Council over ZOOM (hosted by our Church Centre) and won 

CouncillorsΩ support for the planned activities.  

Elsie Inglis was one of the first women to study medicine in Edinburgh 

and Glasgow.   She then devoted herself to improving womenΩs 

health.  When, in 1914, she had 

her offer of WomenΩs Hospitals at 

the front rejected by the British 

Government and was told ΨGo 

home and be stillΩΣ she was not put 

off.   

Instead she was instrumental in 

setting up the Scottish WomenΩs 

Hospitals for Foreign Service 

Committee, an organisation 

funded by the womenΩs suffrage 

movement for the Allied war 

mailto:fionadavies@blueyonder.co.uk
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Facebook alert 

Something to watch out for on  the 

Church Facebook page. 

The Mission Committee will be posting 

a short Advent Thought for the Week 

on the Church Facebook page during 

Advent, starting on Wednesday, 

December 1. 

effort.  During World War I she worked in Serbia and Romania and 

was the first woman to be awarded the Order of the White Eagle by 

the Serbian government. 

 
At the meeting Susan highlighted the importance and inspiration that 

Dr Elsie InglisΩ legacy has for the CapitalΩs young women and outlined 

the array of fundraising events and activities planned.  These include 

a Ψsponsored ΨSit StillΩΩ in the Meadows and a series of afternoon teas 

to be held in the City Chambers and the Royal College of Surgeons 

Edinburgh. 

 

Susan told The Outlook  that she is very pleased to share this with the 

congregation. 
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The Singing Group  
!ǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿΣ ¢ƘŜ {ƛƴƎƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ όŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜƳŜƴǝŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊŜǊǎύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ 

ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǊŜ-ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎΦ  

Although this was an independent group, many volunteers, and 

indeed members, were from our church, and the Management Team 

of the Singing Group would like to take this opportunity to thank 

Inverleith St Serf's for its willingness to accommodate the Group over 

this period of time - firstly in the hall at Inverleith church, after which 

we moved to the big hall here at Inverleith St Serf's. 

There are various reasons why the decision has been made not to 

recommence, some concerned with COVID-19 and the vulnerability 

of all concerned, but ultimately the retirement of members of the 

Management Team without replacements meant that it was 

impossible to continue.  

We hold on to the wonderful memories we have of the joyful singing 

experienced over the last 10 years, together with friendships formed, 

and hard times shared. We hope, in time, that green shoots will 

appear, and another group will be formed, maybe not in the same 

format, but with the same aims of helping people with dementia and 

their carers.  

There are other 'sister' groups in Edinburgh, the nearest one being at 

Drylaw, which is hoping to recommence in Spring of 2022. 

Information on this can be found on the Singing Group  

website,   www.thesinginggroup.co.uk 

Thank you once again. 

Pam Robertson (on behalf of the Management Team) 

http://www.thesinginggroup.co.uk
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World Day of Prayer 

Save the date—  

Friday March 4, 2022 
The England, Wales and Northern Ireland 

Committee for World Day of Prayer has put 

together the material for 2022.  They have 

chosen the theme: I know the plans I have 

for you. 

There will be more information about this event in the February issue 

of The Outlook 

Cookers for Christmas 
Fresh Start are running their annual 
Cookers for Christmas appeal.  

If you would like to donate or would 
like more information, visit their 
website - 
www.freshstartweb.org.uk.  

Alison McCallum and Allen Kerr will 
also be happy to assist with any 
queries. 

http://www.freshstartweb.org.uk
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Nostalgia café 
Thursday  
January 27 
2pm – 3pm 

 

Monday December 6 & Monday February 7 

A
ll w

elco
m
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[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ǇǊŀȅ ΦΦΦ 

God of hope, who brought love into this world, 

be the love that dwells between us. 

 

God of hope, who brought peace into this world, 

be the peace that dwells between us. 

 

God of hope, who brought joy into this world, 

be the joy that dwells between us. 

 

God of hope, the rock we stand upon, 

be the centre,  

the focus of our lives always,  

and particularly this Advent time.  

Amen 

Courtesy of John C Birch of Faith & 

Worship 
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